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10-544-107 Death and Dying
Syllabus

Class Information
	
	Start Date
	3/15/2016

	
	End Date
	5/16/2016

	
	Meeting Times
	Tuesday, March 15, 2016 from 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM (in-class)
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 (online)
Tuesday, March 29, 2016 from 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM (in-class)
Tuesday, April 5, 2016 (online)
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 from 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM (in-class)
Tuesday, April 19, 2016 (online)
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 from 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM (in-class)
Tuesday, May 3, 2016 (online)
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 from 5:30 PM - 8:30 PM (in-class) *optional make-up session*


Course Information
	
	Course Description

	
	Explore societal, cultural, and personal views of death, dying, and bereavement. Examine losses experienced during the course of aging beyond the physical and emotional process of death and dying. Determine strategies for healthy transitions in coping with loss.

	
	Instructional Level
	Associate Degree

	
	Total Credits
	3.00

	
	Total Hours
	48.00


Types of Instruction
	Instruction Type
	Credits/Hours

	Classroom Presentation (Lecture/Demonstration/Discussion)
	3/48
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Except where otherwise noted, this work by Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, Wisconsin Technical College System is licensed under CC BY 4.0.
Third Party marks and brands are the property of their respective holders.  Please respect the copyright and terms of use on any webpage links that may be included in this document.
This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This is an equal opportunity program. Assistive technologies are available upon request and include Voice/TTY (771 or 800-947-6644).
Textbooks
	Leming, M.R., & Dickinson, G.E.  (2016).  Understanding dying, death, and bereavement (8th ed.).  Stamford, CT:  Cengage Learning.


Collegewide Outcomes
	1.
	Communicate Effectively 

	2.
	Demonstrate Critical Thinking Skills 

	3.
	Enhance Local/Global Perspectives

	4.
	Interact Socially

	5.
	Use Science/Technology


Course Competencies
	1.
	 Investigate attitudes toward death and dying

	2.
	Explore the experience of death and dying in the United States

	3.
	Compare how death is acknowledged in children and adolescents versus adults

	4.
	Summarize cultural and historical perspectives on death and dying

	5.
	Explore the dying process

	6.
	Examine living with dying

	7.
	Distinguish the hospice movement in end-of-life care

	8.
	Evaluate dying in the health care system of the United States

	9.
	Explore suicide and other traumatic deaths

	10.
	Compare diversity in death rituals

	11.
	Examine the business of dying

	12.
	Explain the legal aspects of dying

	13.
	Explore grief and loss

	14.
	Differentiate grieving throughout the life cycle


Grading Information
	Required Assignments

	Discussion boards will be used to expand your skills and knowledge of gerontology-aging services through active participation in these forums. The forums are housed in Blackboard, and are accessible
through each week's folder (as listed on the syllabus) or through the link on the left-hand side of the screen. Each discussion board will require students to formulate their own thread. The thread is based
on a topic posted by your instructor(s). In addition to your own discussion board thread, students will need to respond to, at a minimum, two fellow students' discussion board threads. Your initial discussion
board thread is due each Saturday by 11:59 PM. Your responses to two fellow students is due each Monday by 11:59 PM.



Assignments will be used for students to write short reflection papers based on in-class presentations/activities. Students will create the assignment on a Word document, and upload it into the
appropriate link on Blackboard. The "Assignment" link will be located in the corresponding weekly Blackboard folder as outlined on the course schedule.

There will be one comprehensive exam at the end of the course. The exam will be taken by each student on Blackboard, and may include true/false, multiple choice, multiple selection, matching, essay,
and/or short answer questions. Students will need to ensure that the exam has been submitted before the 11:59 PM due date/time as outlined on the course schedule. Students are encouraged to take the
exam as soon as it is opened on Blackboard in case any technical issues arise.

The final project for the course will be a book review. Guidelines for the project, along with a corresponding grading rubric, will be available and discussed on the first day of class. Your book selection must be pre-approved by your instructor to eliminate duplication of books. Email your book to your instructor: jennifer.ellis@witc.edu.  You will receive an email approving your book. Books are on a first come, first serve basis.

	Assignment Overview

		Assignment
	Due Date
	Total Points

	Week 1 Reflection Assignment: 
“Kevin Rodlund from Solvay House”
	03/21/16
	50

	Week 2 Discussion Board: 
“Loss Questionnaire”
	Your Post: 03/26/16
Responses: 03/28/16
	20

	Week 3 Reflection Assignment: 
“Barb Beeksma, Coroner, & Mark Mountain, Funeral Director”
	04/04/16
	50

	Week 4 Discussion Board: 
“Barriers to Dying in the American Health Care System”
	Your Post: 04/09/16
Responses: 04/11/16
	20

	Week 5 Reflection Assignment:
“Guest Speaker & Own Cultural History”
	04/18/16
 
	50

	Week 6 Discussion Board:
“Five Wishes”
	Your Post: 04/23/16
Responses: 04/25/16
	20

	Week 7 Reflection Assignment:
“Wendi Libert & Spirituality at End of Life”
	05/02/16
	50

	Week 8 Discussion Board:
“Book Review” (Final Project)
	Your Project: 05/03/16
Responses: 05/09/16
	100

	Participation
	10 points/in-class session
	40

	Final Exam
	05/09/16
	100

	Total Points for Course
	500






This course will following the WITC Grading Information (ie grading scale) below. Feedback for course assignments will be returned to the students or posted in Gradebook (Blackboard) within one week of assignment submission, unless otherwise communicated by your instructor. Discussion board assignments are due by 11:59 PM each Saturday. Responses to fellow students are due by 11:59 PM on Mondays. All other assignments/exams are due by 11:59 PM on the due date listed in the course syllabus unless otherwise stated.


WITC Grading Scale
	Letter Grade
	Description
	Grades Scored Between 
	Grade Points/Credit

	A
	Excellent
	94.5 – 100%
	4.00

	 A-
	 
	92.5 – 94.4%
	3.67

	 B+
	 
	90.5 – 92.4%
	3.33

	B
	Above Average
	86.5 – 90.4%
	3.00

	 B-
	 
	84.5 – 86.4%
	2.67

	 C+
	 
	82.5 – 84.4%
	2.33

	C
	Average
	79.5 – 82.4%
	2.00

	 C-
	 
	77.5 – 79.4 %
	1.67

	 D+
	 
	75.5 – 77.4%
	1.33

	D
	Below Average
	71.5 – 75.4%
	1.00

	 D-
	 
	69.5 – 71.4%
	0.67

	F
	Failure
	0 – 69.4%
	0.00



Withdrawals and Dropping Courses
Students are responsible for officially dropping classes or withdrawing from WITC if they stop attending. Refunds are issued in accordance with guidelines established by the Wisconsin Technical College System. Contact Student Services for information on how dropping/withdrawing from classes affects eligibility for financial aid, veteran's benefits, academic standing, and tuition refund.

Final Grades
Final grades are available at MyWITC – personal student portal approximately 1 week after class ends.
 
College Policies
College policies are in place to provide an equitable and positive learning experience for all students. College policies that specifically address classroom issues can be found in the WITC Student Handbook on the pages listed or on the web at the site: http://www.witc.edu/academics/stuhndbk.htm. Please familiarize yourself with the following policies and how they may impact your learning experience at WITC. 

     Accommodations for Persons with Disabilities
     Accommodations for Religious Beliefs
     Academic Support Services (Student Success Center)
     WITC Email
     Equal Opportunity Policies
     Learning Commons
     Safety Policies
     Student Outside Expectations
     Credit for Prior Learning
     Incompletes
     Withdrawals and Dropping Courses
     Attendance Policy
     Cell Phone Policy
     Student Code of Conduct


	Academic Integrity - Student Code of Conduct

	When students enter college, they take upon themselves certain responsibilities and obligations, including satisfactory academic performance and social behavior consistent with the lawful purposes of the college. Student conduct, therefore, is not considered in isolation within the college community but as an integral part of the education process. All students are expected to know and abide by this code of student conduct. Any student found to have committed or to have attempted to commit misconduct, as outlined in the WITC student handbook, is subject to disciplinary sanctions. Details on sanctions, appeal process, and procedures if a student violates this code are available in the student handbook and through the Student Services office.

	Addressing Questions and Concerns

	Student success is a primary goal of all WITC staff. The relationship between the instructor and the student is the most important in the college structure. Please contact your instructor first with any questions or concerns regarding the course.

	Attendance/Participation Procedures

	Plan your schedule so that you can be present for scheduled class sessions and manage your time so that you can complete your assignments and assessments on or before the date they are due. If you do miss a class session, identify what you have missed and obtain handouts or other learning materials that were distributed during your absence. All course materials are available on the Blackboard course shell.
If the learning plan indicates that you missed interactive, applied, or group learning activities, discuss alternative learning activities with your instructor. (Better yet, propose an alternative.) Students must be present in class in order to receive participation points.
Students who have a documented absence may complete work missed due to an absence within one week after your return. Because of the accelerated nature of the course, alternative arrangements may not be granted for the final exam and/or final project. Contact your instructor in person, via email, or via voicemail message, explaining how you intend to make up missed work if you have a documented absence.
If you know you will miss a class session, notify your instructor prior to the absence. Plan ahead to submit assignments and/or complete assessments that will be due during your absence prior to your absence. (Refer to the learning plans and the syllabus schedule.)

	Cell Phone Policy

	Cell phones may be used in public areas. Please respect the intent of the learning environment and your fellow classmates by turning cell phones off when in class or the library (LRC). If your cell phone is misused, this will constitute a breach of code of conduct and may result in disciplinary action.

	Class Cancellation Policy

	The College's website and text-message system can be utilized to obtain information on class cancellation due to weather or other conditions. If an in-class session is cancelled for any reason, your instructor(s) will alert you via the "Announcements" section of Blackboard. An email will also be sent to your WITC account.




	Confidentiality

	Real-life examples may be used in our class this semester. Information discussed in class should be kept in confidence. As future/current practitioners, you will be faced with various laws and policies outlining confidentiality, such as HIPAA. We should demonstrate these skills with all course interactions
and field work.

	Netiquette

	Each member of our cyber community should expect courtesy and respect from all other members. Because it's a new and different kind of class for some of us, we may not realize it when we are rude or inconsiderate on line. There are some dos and don'ts of courteous behavior on line, called "netiquette." 

Please visit the Albion Netiquette Web Site at http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html. Read details about "The Core Rules of Netiquette:" 
1.   Remember the human. 
2.   Adhere to the same standards of behavior online that you follow in real life. 
3.   Know where you are in cyberspace. (Adjust your behavior to fit the site or "lurk before you leap.") 
4.   Respect other people's time and bandwidth. 
5.   Make yourself look good online. 
6.   Share expert knowledge. 
7.   Help keep flame wars under control. 
8.   Respect other people's privacy. 
9.   Don't abuse your power. 
10. Be forgiving of other people's mistakes. 

The "Core Rules of Netiquette" quoted from NETIQUETTE by Virgina Shea as presented at http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html.  
Test your netiquette knowledge by completing the ten-question netiquiz. http://www.albion.com/netiquette/netiquiz.html

	Online - Communication

	In a cyber community, you present yourself and learn about others through written words. You don't need to be a prize-winning author or poet to successfully communicate in an online community, however you do want to present yourself in a positive light and to communicate your thoughts and ideas effectively. The following guidelines will help you ensure that you are properly understood, get your points across effectively, avoid getting anybody annoyed, and avoid looking like a "beginner" on the net. 

1. Format your posting so that it is easy to read. Use short paragraphs separated by blank lines. Don't write everything in uppercase (capital) letters. It is more difficult to read and, even worse, in an online environment it means you are SHOUTING. 
2. Be brief. Plan your messages ahead so that you don't ramble. 
3. Be clear. Don't use abbreviations or acronyms that others may not understand. Read your messages over before sending them. 
4. Check your spelling. People will not take you seriously, no matter how brilliant your ideas, if your writing is full of misspellings. Use your computer's Spell Check features; then read over what you have written to catch errors that Spell Check misses. 
5. When you are interacting with others online, remember that things may "sound" harsh or less friendly when the reader cannot see your smile or the twinkle in your eye. Read your messages over to be sure they are diplomatic and polite.




	Online - Student Support Services

	Students in online courses have access to complete student support services. Support may be accessed on the Blackboard "My Institution" page by clicking on either the "Help" or "Student Resources" tab in the upper right-hand corner. Access to online student support services is also available on the WITC website.

	Online - Technical Expectations

	As an online student, you are expected to execute the technical skills needed to succeed in the online learning environment which include but are not limited to 
1. Navigating the Blackboard management system 
2. Using email with attachments 
3. Creating and submitting files

	Online - Technical Support

	Students in online courses have access to technical support 24/7. Support may be accessed on the Blackboard "My Institution" page by clicking on the "Help" tab in the upper right-hand corner. Access to online technical support is also available on the WITC website.

	Response Time

	Emails and phone calls will be returned within 24 hours during the week and 48 hours on the weekend. Every effort will be made to return feedback and grades on assignments and assessments within one week of the due date. Any changes to this will be communicated to students in-class and/or
via Blackboard.

	WITC Learning Commons

	All WITC students can get help improving their grades and technology skills by visiting The Learning Commons. The Learning Commons is your one-stop shop that connects the Learning Resource Center, the Educational Technology Center, and the Student Success Center. 

· The Student Success Center offers academic support services such as free peer tutoring, workshops, and faculty assistance in improving basic skills in reading, writing, and math. 
· The Educational Technology Center offers staffed open computer labs where you can access not only the hardware and software, but also the expertise you need to succeed. 
· The Learning Resource Center is your answer place containing books, journals/magazine and audio visual materials. Ask one of the friendly LRC staff which center will provide you with the support you need. 
· Find hours and contact information for the Learning Commons on the WITC website.

	








	

	“Death and Dying” Semester Schedule (Spring, 2016)
Schedule is subject to change.  Any changes will be announced in class and posted on Blackboard under “Announcements”.

	Week/Date
	Agenda of Topics

	Week 1
March 15, 2016

IN-CLASS
	Chapter Readings:
- Chapter 1:  “Studying Dying, Death, and Bereavement”
- Chapter 2:  “The American Experience of Death”

In-Class Activities/Presentations:
- “Loss History Graph”
- “Solvay Hospice House” with Guest Speaker, Kevin Rodlund, RN (5:30PM)
- “Types and Stages of Grief”

Additional Materials:
- “Dying in Prison” (video)
- “Hospice Medicare Benefit”

Reflection Assignment:  
- “Guest Speaker, Kevin Rodlund”
Students will submit their reflection assignment in Blackboard.  It is due by 11:59 PM on Monday, March 21st.

Final Project Guidelines Distributed
Your final project for the course will be a book review.  Your book selection must be pre-approved by your instructor to eliminate duplication.  Email your book selection to your instructor (jennifer.ellis@witc.edu).  You will receive an email approving your book.  Books are on a first come, first serve basis.


	Week 2
March 22, 2016

ONLINE

	Chapter Readings:
- Chapter 3:  “Growing Up with Death/Growing Old with Death”
- Chapter 4:  “Perspectives on Death and Life after Death”

Discussion Board Assignment:  “Loss Questionnaire”


	Week 3
March 29, 2016

IN-CLASS
	Chapter Readings:
- Chapter 5:  “The Dying Process”
- Chapter 6:  “Living with Dying”

Additional Materials:
- “Considering Comfort Care” (hard copy)
- “Gone From My Sight” (hard copy)
- “National Hospice & Palliative Care Organization’s 2015 Facts and Figures:  Hospice Care in America”
- “Karnofsky Scale”

In-Class Activities/Presentations:
- “Guest Speakers Barb Beeksma (Coroner) & Mark Mountain (Funeral Director) (6PM)
- “Aging in Place” Presentation/Discussion
- In-Class Article Review & Discussion

Reflection Assignment:  
- “Guest Speakers Barb Beeksma & Mark Mountain”
Students will submit their reflection assignment in Blackboard.  It is due by 11:59 PM on Monday, April 4th.

	Week 4
April 5, 2016

ONLINE
	Chapter Readings:
- Chapter 7:  “Dying in the American Health Care System”
- Chapter 8:  “Biomedical Issues and Euthanasia”

Additional Materials:
- “Fast Facts – Prognostication” (article)
- “Palliative Care Network of Wisconsin Fast Facts” (website)
- “Dying Wish” (CBS Sunday Morning video)

Discussion Board Assignment:  “Barriers to Dying in the American Health Care System”  (“Being Mortal” video)


	Week 5
April 12, 2016

IN-CLASS

	Chapter Readings:
- Chapter 9:  “Suicide and Other Sudden, Unnatural Traumatic Deaths”
- Chapter 10:  “Diversity in Death Rituals”

In-Class Activities/Presentations:
- “Five Wishes” (video & hand out of document for next week’s discussion board)
- Guest Speaker, “Smudging in Ojibway Culture” Presentation
- “Medicine of Compassion” video

Reflection Assignment:  “Reflection on Guest Speaker & Own Cultural History”
Students will submit their reflection assignment in Blackboard.  It is due by 11:59 PM on Monday, April 18th.


	Week 6
April 19, 2016

ONLINE
	Chapter Readings:
- Chapter 11:  “The Business of Dying”
- Chapter 12:  “The Legal Aspects of Dying”

Additional Materials:
- “Honoring Choices” Video
- “Passing On” (PBS video)

Discussion Board Assignment:  “Five Wishes”


	Week 7
April 26, 2016

IN-CLASS
	Chapter Readings:
- Chapter 13:  “Coping with Loss”
- Chapter 14:  “Grieving Throughout the Life Cycle”

Additional Materials:
- “Helping Children with Funerals”
- “Grief Counseling Resource Guide”

In-Class Activities/Presentations:
- “Spirituality at End-of-Life” with Guest Speaker, Wendie Libert
- “Pitch of Grief” Video with In-Class Discussion

Reflection Assignment:
- “Guest Speaker Wendi Libert”
Students will submit their reflection assignment in Blackboard.  It is due by 11:59 PM on Monday, May 2nd.



	Week 8
May 3, 2016

ONLINE
	Discussion Board:  “Book Review”
Students will post their final project to the Week 8 discussion board on Tuesday, May 3rd between 12:00 AM and 11:59 PM.  Students will have until Monday, May 9th at 11:59 PM to read and respond to, at a minimum, two fellow students’ research papers.

Final Exam
Students will have from Tuesday, May 3, 2016 at 12:00 AM to Monday, May 9th at 11:59 PM to complete the exam.  This comprehensive exam will incorporate all materials from the semester, and may include multiple choice, multiple option, fill-in-the-blank, true/false, matching, and/or essay questions.


	Week 9 
May 10, 2016

IN-CLASS
	Extra In-Class Session – OPTIONAL
Make-up Night
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