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EXERCISE I: KEEPING NUMBER CONSISTENT

DIRECTIONS:  In the following sentence, fill in each blank with an appropriate subject, object, or possessive pronoun. Then draw an arrow from the pronoun back to its antecedent. Be sure that all pronouns agree with their antecedents in number.

1. A reporter should always write ___________ stories objectively.


2. If a driver is careful, __________ will avoid accidents.


3. A model should look ___________ very best when __________ is being photographed.


4. Breakfast cereals are tasty, and _________ also supply necessary vitamins and minerals


5. The artist works in __________ own studio.


6. A disc jockey plays music, and ____________ also reads many commercials.


7. An instructor should be familiar with _________ material.  Furthermore, _________ should be able to present it in a clear, authoritative manner.


8. The farmer is growing many vegetables in ___________ garden.


9. A secretary helps _____________ boss with needed paperwork.


10. The moviegoers are waiting ____________ turn in line at the box office.


EXERCISE II: KEEPING NUMBER CONSISTENT

DIRECTIONS:  Rewrite the following sentences in the space provided, correcting any faulty shifts in number between antecedent and pronoun. In your revised sentences, underline the pronouns and draw arrows from the pronouns back to their antecedents. Be sure that the antecedent and pronoun agree. To avoid the masculine-feminine problem, you may want to change some of the antecedents from singular to plural.

If a sentence is already correct with no shift in number, just underline the pronoun in the original sentence, draw an arrow from the pronoun back to its antecedent, and write the word CORRECT in the space underneath. One of the sentences in this exercise is already correct.

1. A successful singer tries to gain a sense of their audience.



2. A person should try to understand their strengths and weaknesses.



3. A good friend is there when you need them.



4. I began my health treatments today, but I was skeptical about it.



5. A teacher grades papers, and sometimes they also write comments.



6. As history has clearly shown, a grandmother often spoils their grandchildren.



7. Linking verbs show no action but are used to link a word that follows it to the subject.



8. The classroom can be an exciting place for a student if they are willing to learn.



9. A good nurse always takes care of her patients.



10. A party can be very enjoyable, but they must be well planned if they are to be successful.


EXERCISE III: KEEPING NUMBER CONSISTENT

DIRECTIONS:  In the following sentences, fill in each blank with an appropriate subject, object, or possessive pronoun. Then draw an arrow from the pronoun back to its antecedent. Be sure that all pronouns agree with their antecedents in number.

1. Nearly everyone likes to see ___________ name in print.


2. Has anyone here brought __________ camera?


3. Each of the girls has paid ___________ membership dues.


4. Nobody has received ___________ grades yet.


5. One of the candidates gave us copies of ___________ speech.


6. Has everybody turned in ___________ paragraph?


7. Neither Cindy nor Amy would give ____________ reasons for leaving.


8. Anybody can improve __________ concentration skills.


9. No one can escape the consequences of _____________ actions.


10. Both women made the welfare of children ____________ chief concern in life.


EXERCISE IV: KEEPING NUMBER CONSISTENT

DIRECTIONS:  Write sentences of your own using the pronoun in parentheses as the antecedent of another pronoun. Underline the second pronoun in each sentence and draw an arrow from the pronoun back to its antecedent. Be sure that all pronouns and antecedents agree in number.

1. (each)







2. (everyone)







3. (anybody)







4. (no one)


EXERCISE I:  KEEPING PERSON CONSISTENT

DIRECTIONS:  Write 1 in the blank if the word is in first person, 2 if it is in second person, or 3 if it is in third person.


____________  1.  the flowers


____________  2.  I


____________  3.  Tammy’s uncle


____________  4.  she


____________  5.  it


____________  6.  you


____________  7.  President Bush


____________  8.  we


____________  9.  English 2600


____________  10.  nobody


EXERCISE II:  KEEPING PERSON CONSISTENT

DIRECTIONS:  In the following sentences, fill in each blank with an appropriate subject, object, and possessive pronoun. Then draw an arrow from the pronoun back to its antecedent. Be sure that there is no shift in person in the sentence.

1. A person can run for public office if ___________ meet(s) certain requirements.


2. If Don really were my friend, ____________ would not have made that remark.


3. If you are traveling on a bus or a plane, ____________ should bring along a good book to read.


4. I liked the story because it kept ____________ guessing until the very last page.


5. Almost anyone can stop smoking if __________ really put(s) ____________ mind to it.


6. Jane likes to watch television, but ___________ should spend more of _________ time reading.


7. You can come along with us if ____________ want(s) to.


8. The batter hit safely nine times in a row, and ___________ have/has to be good to get that many consecutive hits.


9. After my friend and I left the restaurant, __________ felt that __________ wanted to eat there again. (HINT: The antecedent in this sentence is friend and I.)


10. A parent should always try to understand _________ children.


EXERCISE III:  KEEPING PERSON CONSISTENT

DIRECTIONS:  The following paragraphs contain shifts in person. On separate paper (double-spaced), rewrite or retype each paragraph completely, keeping the entire paragraph in the same person in which it begins. In addition to changing some of the pronouns, you may have to change the form of some of the verbs. After you have rewritten or retyped and printed the paragraphs, underline each pronoun and draw an arrow from the pronoun to its antecedent.


1. If a child wants to play a musical instrument well, you must develop some self-discipline. For instance, the serious music student must be willing to stop watching two or three hours of television per day and, instead, spend your time in practice.




2. My brother enjoys his job as a lifeguard at the beach. You do not have to wear a coat or tie to work, and you are out in the fresh air all day long. A lifeguard has a very important job. You do not just watch pretty girls, but you are responsible for the lives of all the people who come to enjoy the ocean.
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