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Why are we here?
ÅProvide you open educational strategies and tools you can use 

immediately at any readiness level

ÅIntroduce series of 4 webinars

SkillsCommons + SoftChalk = Learning!
SkillsCommons OER Makeover Strategy with SoftChalk

ÅSession 1: "Hidden Potential"

ÅSession 2: "Design on a Dime"

ÅToday: Session 3 of our 4 -part webinar series: "Love it and Embed 
it"

ÅSession 4: "Extreme Makeover"



Agenda

Å Affordable Learning Solutions as the institutional driver for 
the OER Makeover Strategy

Å Reuse OER for workforce training materials from 
SkillsCommons

Å Use the tools of SoftChalk to quickly and easily makeover 
the OER
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Textbook affordability affects access to 
education and graduation in a timely 
manner
Institutions need a strategy to provide students no cost and low -cost  
instructional materials that enable their successful learning and 
course completion.

Affordable Learning Solutions



Where do you find no and 
low -cost course materials 
for Career and Technical 
Education that faculty will 
adopt?
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What is OER and why are they 
important?

Open educational resources (OER) are freely 
accessible, openly licensed documents and 
media that are useful for teaching, learning, 
and assessing as well as for research 
purposes.



Open Educational Resources

materials 
downloaded to date

Over 65,000 materials 
available for download, 

and this continues to 
grow steadily every 

month

ù ===ùϐƀįǡϐŎǙŝįǭŝŕϐǭƀŝϐȎƳǙƝŕσǡϐƝįǙŸŝǡǭϐ¾MäϐǖǙƳƖŝŎǭϐŷŝįǭǵǙƆƨŸϐ
job-driven workforce development materials.

3,000,000 65,000



You Want to Improve and 
Customize the OER to Meet Your 

Needs?

ĞƳǵϐƦįȔϐƨŝŝŕϐǭƳϐπ±įƙŝƳȍŝǙρϐǭƀŝϐ¾Mä

DƳŝǡϐ¾ǭƀŝǙσǡϐ¾Mäϐ ƝȎįȔǡϐeƆǭϐĞƳǵǙϐ
Needs?



Why OERs are critical for Makeovers

Open Educational Resources (OER) in SkillsCommons licensed 
with the CC BY Creative Commons License

Anyone can freely:

ÅReuse 

ÅRevise 

ÅRetain

ÅRedistribute

ÅRemix



What Changes Could You Make?

ÅSimplify and streamline presentation of content

ÅYou can add interactivity 

ÅYou can upload videos

ÅRepackage in aquality format that's easy to use

ÅìƀįǙŝϐȎƆǭƀϐƳǭƀŝǙǡϐȎƀƳϐŕƳƨσǭϐƀįȍŝϐįŎŎŝǡǡϐǭƳϐȔƳǵǙϐ§±ì
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Love it and Embed it!



SkillsCommons : Library of Free OER 

Search by Keyword



Search Results



Download the Content



=ƳƨǭŝƨǭΡϐπ;ŝŷƳǙŝρ



FAQs for Downloading



SoftChalk : An OER Makeover Tool

ÅYou need an easy-to-use tool to being with OER materials and build 
a quality learning experience

ÅYou need tools to change content into curriculum

ÅSoftChalk is that easy-to-use tool that changes content into 
curriculum

ÅùƳŕįȔσǡϐȎŝŌƆƨįǙϐθDESIGN ON A DIME θwill demonstrate some of 
the easiest ways to makeover OER.

ÅWith just a little bit of effort and time

ÅUsing very basic technology skills θno expertise required

YOU CAN CREATE A BETTER LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR STUDENTS AND KEEP 

THE CONTENT AFFORDABLE



SoftChalk Free 30-day trial
Getting started with SoftChalk

info.softchalk.com/request-30-day-trial



SoftChalk User Guides



Create a Lesson in SoftChalk



Title and Save Your Lesson



Lesson Properties Tool



Theme: Lesson Properties 
Tool



Title & Layout Lesson Properties 
Tool



Overview Page: Lesson Properties 
Tool 



ŕŕϐùŝȓǭϐįƨŕϐ±ƳǙŝΤ



Lesson Properties: 
π ŷǭŝǙρ



Add Content to SoftChalk
Lesson



Insert a Page Break



Name Pages of Your Lesson



áįŸŝϐ³įƦŝǡΡϐπ ŷǭŝǙρ



Upload File(s) to SoftChalk for use in 
Lesson



Add an iFrame to Embed a 
Resource



iFrame with Embedded Resource: 
π ŷǭŝǙρ



Link to a File Uploaded to 
SoftChalk



Link to a File Uploaded to 
SoftChalk



Link to a File Uploaded to SoftChalk : 
π ŷǭŝǙρ



Embed Code for Simulation



Embed Code for Simulation



Embedded Simulation with Activity: 
π ŷǭŝǙρ



Edit Lesson Properties


