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Syllabus Fall Semester 2016

Course Title:	CDL 190 Skid Loader Certification
Semester Credits:	One (1)
Class Schedule:	September 26-September 28, 9am-4pm
Classroom:		204
Instructor:		Acosta, Edwin P
			Office: 203
			Office Phone: 701-477-7862 ext. 2913
			E-mail: eacosta@tm.edu
Catalog Description:
Commercial drivers are often required to load and unload a semi-trailer. OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration) requires that anyone operating heavy machinery, like a skid loader, be certified. This course is designed to provide students the in-class preparation and the behind-the-wheel practice for certification.  

Rationale:
This course is required for all students enrolled in the CDL Program offered at TMCC.  

Student Outcomes/Goals:
1. Develop the skills necessary to safely operate a skid loader

Textbook and Required Course Material:
· Bobcat Training Video (provided)
· Bobcat (provided)
· Materials for note taking

Method of Communication:
During normal working hours, the student can communicate with me in person or by telephone.  The instructor’s telephone number and office location is listed on the top of the syllabus.  If the student feels the need to contact me outside of the normal working hours, the preferred method is via e-mail.  The instructor’s e-mail is listed at the top of the syllabus.  










Method of Instruction:
· Demonstration/Performance
This class will have certain activities in which the instructor will demonstrate/perform proper procedures involving specific tasks on the “Skid steer” vehicle.
· Videos
The videos used throughout the second eight weeks of class are provided for further emphasis on topics related to a “Skid steer” vehicle.
· Student Participation
Students are encouraged to actively engage throughout the class by asking questions, and answering questions asked by the instructor, performing all tasks related to commercial vehicle driving.  If a student needs additional assistance with a specific task(s) or subject matter, the student is encouraged to set up a time to meet with the instructor out of class.

Class Schedule:
	Class #1:  
Watch part one of Bobcat video
Go over components and checkout of Bobcat
Watch Part two of Bobcat video
	Class #2:
Complete an inspection of Bobcat
Operate Bobcat

	Class #3: 
Watch Part three of Bobcat video
Operate Bobcat
	



Examinations:
Throughout this course there are benchmarks and goal that each student must reach in order to pass this class satisfactorily.  There will not be a final exam for this course. Each student must demonstrate attainment on skills taught throughout this course.

Grading:
Each student will earn a final grade for the course.  The final grade will include but not limited to class participation.  
	Class Participation = 100%
	100 – 90 = A

	
	89.99 – 80 = B

	
	79.99 – 70 = C

	
	69.99 – 60 = D

	
	59.99 – 0 = F






Deficiencies/Unsatisfactory progress reports:
It is the student’s responsibility to keep informed of their own performance in each course.
It is the policy of TMCC that all faculty submit deficiencies for those students who are failing a class or have other issues that may lead to failing a class.

The instructor of this course will make deficiency or reports if unsatisfactory progress of a student enrolled in this course at necessary intervals throughout the semester.  Student Services sends a copy of the deficiency/unsatisfactory report to the student, advisor and funding agencies that can assist a student.

Disability policy:
Please notify the Instructor during the first week of class of any accommodations needed for this course.  All qualified students enrolled in this course are entitled to “reasonable accommodations.”  Be advised, certain disabilities can interfere with the completion of the CDL Program.  If you feel that you may have a disability that will interfere with your ability to complete the CDL Program, please notify the Instructor, so the Instructor can assist you with the completion of the CDL Program. 

Attendance:
It is assumed that all students enrolled at TMCC come for an education and what to derive full benefit from the course(s) pursued.  Students have a personal responsibility to themselves and their course instructor to attend class.  As a result, regular attendance and timeliness to reporting to class will be expected by the instructor.  There is a definite correlation between good class attendance and success; you must also complete the required work.

Faculty is responsible to maintain attendance for each student in each class.  Attendance is used to determine eligibility for those students receiving financial aid.  This policy places the responsibility on students to attend class.  Each week attendance is reported to the Student Services Office.  Students have to be attending 67% of the total class periods of the course they are enrolled to be eligible to receive federal or college controlled financial aid, and will not be released to the student until all admissions and financial aid requirements are met.

TMCC policy on class participation is “It is the responsibility of the student to meet the specific participation/attendance requirements of each instructor and for work missed by the absence.  No absences are ‘excused’ in the sense of relieving the student of this responsibility.”  If more than four (4) classes are missed throughout the cohort, the student will be removed from the course. If the student is late for class, the student will be considered absent. 

For this course, if you find it necessary to miss a day of class or arrive late, you are not required to notify the instructor and it is the responsibility of the student to get class notes, any handouts, or other materials and information missed.  Students should be on time to class, if a student is not present when attendance is taken, they will be counted as absent.  Students are reminded that it is impossible for the instructor to carry around the semester’s materials every class period and it is not responsible for repeating what was covered in a class for students who are absent from a class.
Standards of behavior:
It is the instructor’s desire that every student succeed in this class.  Students are hindered in this success if there are class room distraction.  Students are to adhere to the standards of behavior described in the student handbook.

· Turn your cell phones off during class or when working in the class room.  If you must use your cell phone, leave the class room to do so.
· Texting during class is strictly prohibited.
· Do not use the internet for your personal business or any other use during the scheduled class time, unless otherwise instructed
· There are no dumb question in our classroom.  All questions are welcome.

Academic honesty:
Students are expected to maintain scholastic honesty.  Scholastic dishonesty includes but not limited to cheating on test, plagiarism, and collusion.  When an infraction occurs, instructors have the authority to act personally.  Instructors will report action to the Dean of Academic Programs.  A student has the right to appeal the instructor’s actions in accordance with the student appeal policy.

The 7 Teachings:

Class will start and end on time.
	Respect and Honesty
High Expectations of you and myself.
	Truth and Bravery
Be present and active in the course.
	Wisdom and Peace
No one is perfect.
	Humility
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