Challenge Assessment #1 
Module 1 Discussion Board Forum 
What factors should you consider when you choose a communication channel for your messages? Give two examples of items you might communicate to colleagues in the workplace and which channel would be best and why. (Initial response post should be 200-300 words).  
Follow up peer responses-please respond to at least two of your peers with quality feedback. (Follow up response posts should be 100-200 words total). 
 
Module 2 Discussion Board Forum  
Choose an article or opinion piece from a major newspaper or news Web site. Analyze the piece according to the five-part structure described in your module readings. Does the headline serve as a good attention statement? Does the piece conclude with a sense of closure? How are the main points presented and supported? Your response should be 200-300 words in length. Please provide the link to the article here as well.  You are not required to respond to your peers in this week's discussion board.  
 
 
Module 3 Discussion Board Forum-Understanding Your Audience 
Initial Post (200-300 words)-please respond to the following questions:  
Think of a time when you misunderstood a message. What was your psychological state at the time? Do you think you would have understood the message differently if you had been in a different psychological state? 
Now, think of a time when someone misunderstood your message. What happened and why?  
Follow up response: (50-100 words to at least 2 peers) 
Please provide constructive feedback regarding the scenarios your peers have provided.  
 
Discussion Board -Module 4 Forum 
Initial Post (2 paragraphs minimum-7 to 10 sentences per paragraph) 
How does the intended audience influence the choice of words and use of language in a document? Think of a specific topic and two specific kinds of audiences. Then write a short example of how this topic might be presented to each of the two audiences. 
Follow up response (50-100 words). 
Please respond to at least 2 of your peers, explaining whether you agree or disagree with the examples given, and most importantly why. 
 
Module 5 Discussion Board Forum  
Initial Post: 200-300 words  
In a business setting, describe some circumstances where it would it be appropriate to send a message by instant messaging, or by e-mail, or in a printed memo. Please provide at least two examples of each form of communication-IM, E-Mail, and Print.  
Follow Up Response to Peers: 50-100 words each  
Please respond to at least two of your peers informing them if you agree or disagree with their chosen topic and communication channel and why.  
 
Module 6 Discussion Board Forum-Personal Commercial/Elevator Speech  
 
In the near future (if you haven’t been asked already), you may be required to respond to the statement, “So, tell me about yourself.” The personal commercial assignment is designed to help you prepare for this real-life application! 
  
For this speech, you will build on the principles, behaviors, and skills associated with the short speech sequence. Since our class is online, you will write out your personal commercial speech, you will rely on your own skills, knowledge, and experience to showcase YOU. You are promoting yourself; the content should be easy! 
Your personal commercial should be conversational and natural. Your commercial should not sound memorized, but take care not to ramble. You want to appear confident, poised, and professional. 
  
Organize your thoughts by considering your responses to these questions: 
What is your career goal? 
What skills, strengths, or experiences do you have that would help you realize that goal? 
What accomplishment best represents how you use these skills, strengths, or experiences? 
What are you searching for in a job or internship? 
How can you immediately benefit the organization? 
Potential Template/Outline: 
Greeting (Name, Major, College Experience, etc.) 
Career Goals 
Interest/Passion 
Strengths 
Brief Example of Relative Experience/Skills 
Question (to keep the conversation going; DO NOT ASK: Do you have any jobs?) 
Tips for preparing your Personal Commercial Speech 
Look over your résumé (or think about your skills and experience). If you don’t have one, now’s the time to think about building one (and updating it each time you start a new job). 
Don’t make the speech more difficult than it really is. The purpose is for you to be able to professionally introduce yourself with a wide variety of audiences, whether written in a cover letter, addressed as a response to the “Tell me about yourself” statement in an interview, or even as a personal introduction in a networking capacity. 
Keep your audience’s attention by keeping your commercial memorable, crisp, and concise. A thoughtfully prepared, well-spoken introduction is likely to yield a better response, and keep them engaged. 
Tips for Using your Personal Commercial in “Real Life” 
When sharing your personal commercial, stay in the moment and observe carefully what kind of reception you are getting. 
Focus on building a relationship with the contact instead of “selling” yourself. 
Be an active listener and show genuine interest in the other person 
Be focused and brief – when there is a natural break in the conversation, exchange contact information and if there is a reason to follow up with them, ask when might be a convenient time to do so. 
Stay positive and well-mannered. 
Practice – while others may look like born networkers, they are likely just more experienced. 
Remember: people generally like helping other people. 
Please copy and paste your personal commercial speech into the text box. DO NOT Attach a document.  
For feedback, please respond to at least two of your peers, commenting on the items they did well, and some suggestions on how they might improve for the next opportunity! 
 

	Element 1: 
Initial Post 
	60  (60%) 
Student presents a thorough and detailed post fully addressing the discussion prompt; answering all questions as specified by the directions. The post is well-organized, comprehensive, and has no errors. 
	38  (58%) 
Student presents a thorough and detailed post fully addressing the discussion prompt; answering all questions as specified by the directions. The post is well-organized, comprehensive, and has one or two minor errors. 
	34  (54%) 
Student presents a post that addresses the discussion prompt; however, there may be a few errors or missing criteria. 
	20  (20%) 
Does not meet minimal standards. 
	0  (0%) 
Did not submit element. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Element 2: 
Response to 
Colleagues' Postings 
	30 (30%) 
Responses fully contribute to the quality of interaction by offering constructive critique, suggestions, in-depth questions, additional resources, and stimulating thoughts and/or probes. Student demonstrates active engagement in the discussion forum. 
	28  (28%) 
Responses contribute to the quality of interaction by offering constructive critique, suggestions, indepth questions, additional resources, and stimulating thoughts and/or probes. Student demonstrates active engagement in the discussion forum; however, student did not respond to all comments related to his/her post. 
	24  (24%) 
Responses contribute to the quality of interaction by offering some constructive critique, suggestions, in-depth questions, additional resources, and stimulating thoughts and/or probes; however, student was minimally engaged in the discussion forum and/or responded to few comments on his/her post. 
	10  (20%) 
Does not meet minimal standards. 
	0  (0%) 
Did not submit element. 
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