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N-PACE PROJECT MANAGER
EMAIL@CCCNEB.EDU – (402) 461-2425

     The countdown has begun. Did you know that we are right at one year left in the grant? Yes, one year! 
     In the last three years, N-PACE not only created an entirely new specialization to the Associate of Applied Science Degree in Agricultural Sciences, but also added eight new classes and revamped a ninth. Did you know that the curriculum covers just about every aspect of precision agriculture, and that every agricultural science student takes Intro to Precision Agriculture?  What a great way to expose so many students to the diverse technology of the industry. The other classes include, Into to Ag and Natural Resources, GPS, Sensors and Controllers, Integrating GPS Sensors and Controllers, Crop and Rangeland Management, Water Management, Variable Rate Formulas and ROI, Spatial Data and Conversion and Precision Ag Software.
     When I first started with N-PACE and was creating curriculum, it was suggested to me to use the frame of mind that community college education is like the Platte River; wide and not very deep.  When a student continues on to a four-year institution that is when the river narrows up much more like the Missouri River, much more narrow and fairly deep.  My hopes have been from the very beginning that each student learns about the industry diversity; and no matter their career path, we have prepared them to hit the ground running and will learn more about a specific “brand” when they arrive at their new destination.  The industry is changing faster than ever before, and it is crazy to think what the next five years will bring. What lies ahead of these students will be truly amazing! 




	



N-PACE completed another successful year at Husker Harvest Days. This was the third year that N-PACE was able to participate in the event with other programs at the Central Community College booth. (Pictured above) Student Success Coach/Recruiter interacts with a passerby at the booth. He stated, “It appeared that the overall attendance may have been down just a little, but we had some great conversations and interactions with a lot of people who stopped by the booth. The word is definitely out that CCC is doing some great things!”





A note from our instructors: If anyone has any ideas on field trips and presenters for in the classroom, please feel free to get in touch with either one of us. We are always looking for educational opportunities for our students!
Precision Ag Instructor (Columbus)
 Precision Ag Instructor (Hastings)




STUDENT SUCCESS COACH/RECRUITER
EMAIL@CCCNEB.EDU – (402) 461-2438
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     Did you know that N-PACE will be hosting its second annual Precision Ag Summit on October 11, 2017 at Raising Nebraska located in the Nebraska Building on the Nebraska State Fairgrounds in Grand Island?
     We are inviting students from all the community colleges in the state with ag programs to come and interact with a number of presenters from various aspects of the ag industry who will share their knowledge and experience in those careers. They will also have the opportunity engage representatives from several ag companies in a career fair. This will give them the chance to talk to potential employers and give those employers an opportunity to recruit potential employees!  We will also have a lunch catered by the Culinary Arts program at CCC, after which Kylen Hunt from Crop Metrics will speak to them about the values of careers in agriculture. This will be a full day of career awareness activities that will be a huge benefit to the students. The cool thing about it is that it will not cost a thing for the students!  We are looking forward to this event, and we want to send out a huge thank you to those of you who are participating.
 









Meet the grants newest addition to the classroom, a UTV that is equipped with a GPS System. Students will become more knowledgeable by learning and utilizing the Auto Track in the UTV on campus, and then will be able to troubleshoot any problems that there may be with software or install issues. – Chase Janssen (Precision Ag Instructor)




WHAT’S HAPPENING at a glance
PRECISION AG INSTRUCTOR              EMAIL@CCCNEB.EDU – (402) 562-1403

     Did you know that each year farmers and ranchers from over 30 states, and several countries, attend Husker Harvest Days? This year Husker Harvest Days celebrated its 40th year, and I had the opportunity to take my students on a field trip to see the latest equipment, supplies and technologies available to today’s producers. Students were able to network with exhibitors and got the opportunity to work on their “soft skills” such as shaking hands and meeting face-to-face with company representatives. Overall, Husker Harvest Days provided to be a great experience and learning tool, especially for those students who had never attended before.
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(Pictured left to right) Students interact with the drones during AGRI 2370 Agricultural GIS. Both are Agri-Business taking Precision Agriculture courses on the Hastings Campus.

N-PACE Open House
Sept. 22, 2017 (Hastings)
Oct. 4, 2017 (Columbus)

For more information click here.


Precision Ag Summit
Sept. 12, 2017          Raising Nebraska

For more information click here, or register at https://goo.gl/jJkCLC



ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
EMAIL@CCCNEB.EDU – (402) 461-2496
     Did you know that four of our nine classes have an online option? Yes, it is true! If for some reason a student cannot or chooses not to enroll in a brick-and-mortar course (one that is taught in a traditional classroom), they can benefit from the class using their laptop computer, smartphone, or tablet. 
     The online version is asynchronous, meaning it does not require students and instructors to be online at the same time. The students can do the coursework as their schedule allows. In addition, the online version of the course contains all the ingredients of what a student would get in a traditional classroom, but the instructor becomes more of a facilitator, and the hands-on activities are accomplished through simulations (activities that make the learning as real and beneficial as actually being there).
     Online learning gives people with jobs, family, and other commitments the benefit of taking courses without having to drive to a campus or have a set time for being in the classroom. We at N-PACE want to give these students the same opportunity to learn and grow toward a degree, a diploma, or a certificate.

RESOURCE COORDINATOR
EMAIL@CCCNEB.EDU – (402) 461-2450
     Did you know that fall semester is back in full swing on the Hastings Campus, which means student numbers are good in all classes? I love the interaction that I get to have on a daily basis with my students. Out of the classes that I do teach, my favorites are the two introductory classes: AGRI 1030 – Intro to Ag & Natural Resources and 1260 – Into to Precision Agriculture. It is fun to introduce the vital relationships between our environment, natural resources and precision ag into our agricultural systems in Nebraska. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]PRECISION AG INSTRUCTOR             EMAIL@CCCNEB.EDU – (402)461-2503
     It is that time of year again to join us for our Annual Open House for a behind-the-scenes look into the N-PACE Grant at Central Community College! Did you know that a college open house is an event where visitors are allowed access to a campus in order to learn more about it? Open houses, like campus tours, provide visitors with a unique opportunity to learn about programs of interests.
     Come join N-PACE, learn about high precision positioning systems (GPS), drones on the farm, sensors and remote sensing, geomapping, and more. Bring your lunch and learn more about precision agriculture technologies, and come watch and enjoy drone-flying demos with our instructors. 
     Come visit our Hastings Campus on September 22, 2017 from 10am to 2pm and our Columbus Campus on October 4, 2017 from 10am to 2pm. Please click here for more details on the event.

On April 5th, Precision Ag Instructor Allan Brax took his students on a classroom field trip to Nunnenkamp Farms located in Saronville, NE. Students got to see all of the latest precision farming equipment.
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