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Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College
10-544-107 Death and Dying
Course Design
Course Information
	
	Description
	Explore societal, cultural, and personal views of death, dying, and bereavement. Examine losses experienced during the course of aging beyond the physical and emotional process of death and dying. Determine strategies for healthy transitions in coping with loss.

	
	Instructional Level
	Associate Degree

	
	Total Credits
	3.00

	
	Total Hours
	48.00


Types of Instruction
	Instruction Type
	Credits/Hours

	Classroom Presentation (Lecture/Demonstration/Discussion)
	3/48


Textbooks
	Leming, M.R., & Dickinson, G.E. (2016). Understanding dying, death, and bereavement (8th ed.). Stamford, CT: Cengage Learning.


Learner Supplies
	No additional supplies are required.


Collegewide Outcomes
	1.
	Communicate Effectively 

	2.
	Demonstrate Critical Thinking Skills 

	3.
	Enhance Local/Global Perspectives

	4.
	Interact Socially

	5.
	Use Science/Technology
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This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This is an equal opportunity program. Assistive technologies are available upon request and include Voice/TTY (771 or 800-947-6644).

Course Competencies
	1.
	 Investigate attitudes toward death and dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	1.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	1.1.
	learner defines thanatology

	
	1.2.
	learner correlates recent historical events and popular culture with thanatology

	
	1.3.
	learner summarizes mortality

	
	1.4.
	learner distinguishes the theoretical approaches to death and dying

	
	1.5.
	learner explores death education

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	1.a.
	Examine societal attitudes toward death

	
	1.b.
	Relate the historical and cultural implications of death in the United States

	
	1.c.
	Summarize the meaning and implications of mortality

	
	1.d.
	Correlate the theoretical approaches to death and dying (ie biological, psychological, philosophical, anthropological, sociological) with current societal attitudes

	
	1.e.
	Explore the emergence of death education in shaping societal attitudes in the United States

	2.
	Explore the experience of death and dying in the United States

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	2.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	2.1.
	learner compares the definitions of death

	
	2.2.
	learner explores the meaning of dying and death

	
	2.3.
	learner summarizes the history of the American experience of death

	
	2.4.
	learner distinguishes contemporary attitudes toward death

	
	2.5.
	learner summarizes the use of euphemisms in death and dying

	
	2.6.
	learner analyzes fears and anxieties related to death and dying

	
	2.7.
	learner illustrates individuals' contemplation of their own deaths

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	2.a.
	Explain the definition of death

	
	2.b.
	Explore the cultural implications of death and dying

	
	2.c.
	Summarize how euphemisms are used in death and dying

	
	2.d.
	Analyze the fears and anxieties people have related to death and dying

	
	2.e.
	Illustrate the psychological processing individuals experience regarding their own deaths

	3.
	Compare how death is acknowledged in children and adolescents versus adults

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	3.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	3.1.
	learner explores a child's perception of death

	
	3.2.
	learner summarizes effective methods to explain death and dying to children

	
	3.3.
	learner links fears and anxieties about death and dying to child development

	
	3.4.
	learner differentiates coping mechanisms of children and adolescents with death and dying

	
	3.5.
	learner distinguishes death rituals

	
	3.6.
	learner correlates adult development with death and dying




	
	Learning Objectives

	
	3.a.
	Explore how children internalize the concept of death

	
	3.b.
	Summarize effective ways to communicate with children and adolescents about death

	
	3.c.
	Correlate death anxiety to stages of child development

	
	3.d.
	Distinguish mechanisms children and adolescents use when coping with death

	
	3.e.
	Explore the role of death rituals in families

	
	3.f.
	Explore the concept of death and dying in adult development

	4.
	Summarize cultural and historical perspectives on death and dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	4.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	4.1.
	learner compares religious interpretations of death

	
	4.2.
	learner illustrates cross-cultural views of death and dying

	
	4.3.
	learner explains near-death experiences

	
	4.4.
	learner identifies how religion is a source of strength for individuals

	
	4.5.
	learner differentiates funeral customs and rituals based on religion

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	4.a.
	Explain the impact of religion on death and dying

	
	4.b.
	Illustrate the cross-cultural, death-related beliefs and practices

	
	4.c.
	Explain the traits of near-death experiences

	
	4.d.
	Explain the impact religious beliefs and practices have on individuals

	
	4.e.
	Explore the diversity of religious rituals and customs

	5.
	Explore the dying process

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	5.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	5.1.
	learner correlates prognostication and the concept of time

	
	5.2.
	learner identifies the process of social disengagement

	
	5.3.
	learner contrasts the expected and actual behaviors of those who are dying

	
	5.4.
	learner correlates values and self-meaning with terminal illness

	
	5.5.
	learner summarizes Kubler-Ross's Five Stages of Dying

	
	5.6.
	learner compares how professional and personal support systems relate to the dying person

	
	5.7.
	learner explores the meaning of dying with dignity

	
	5.8.
	learner characterizes the experience of a dying child

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	5.a.
	Correlate the meaning of prognostication and how it relates to time

	
	5.b.
	Identify factors that demonstrate a dying person's social disengagement

	
	5.c.
	Contrast the expected and actual behaviors of a dying person

	
	5.d.
	Correlate the values and self-meaning that accompany terminal illness

	
	5.e.
	Summarize the Five Stages of Dying outlined by Elisabeth Kubler-Ross




	6.
	Examine living with dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	6.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	6.1.
	learner summarizes living with a life-limiting illness

	
	6.2.
	learner distinguishes coping patterns with life-limiting illnesses

	
	6.3.
	evaluate treatment options and symptoms

	
	6.4.
	learner explores pain and symptom management

	
	6.5.
	learner summarizes the tenets of palliative care

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	6.a.
	Examine the physical and mental changes that occur in the dying process

	
	6.b.
	Distinguish patterns of coping for persons with life-limiting illness

	
	6.c.
	Analyze the benefits and burdens of treatment strategies for persons with life-limiting illness

	
	6.d.
	Explore the role of complementary and alternative therapies in comfort-focused care

	
	6.e.
	Outline pain and symptom management strategies used in comfort-focused care

	
	6.f.
	Distinguish the goal of palliative care

	7.
	Distinguish the hospice movement in end-of-life care

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	7.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	7.1.
	learner outlines the primary goals of hospice care

	
	7.2.
	learner summarizes the hospice interdisciplinary team

	
	7.3.
	learner distinguishes the patient and family as a unit of care in hospice

	
	7.4.
	learner explains the reimbursement and out-of-pocket costs of hospice care

	
	7.5.
	learner evaluates societal attitudes and awareness of hospice

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	7.a.
	Explore hospice philosophy and its goals in end-of-life care

	
	7.b.
	Explain hospice eligibility

	
	7.c.
	Summarize how hospice is reimbursed

	
	7.d.
	Correlate the roles of the interdisciplinary team, the patient, and the family

	
	7.e.
	Outline hospice services before and after the death

	
	7.f.
	Distinguish how societal views and awareness influence the utilization of hospice services

	8.
	Evaluate dying in the health care system of the United States

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	8.1.
	Written, oral, and/or multimedia presentation

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	8.1.
	presentation correlates to the medical model of care in the United States

	
	8.2.
	presentation examines the benefits and burdens of technology in health care

	
	8.3.
	presentation explores the settings in which people die in the United States

	
	8.4.
	presentation correlates the prevalence of end-of-life education in medical and nursing schools with the health care system

	
	8.5.
	presentation illustrates the importance of practitioners' communication and sensitivity to end-of-life care

	
	8.6.
	presentation analyzes the cost of dying in the United States




	
	Learning Objectives

	
	8.a.
	Critique the benefits and burdens of the medical approach to health care in the United States

	
	8.b.
	Determine the impact of technology has on dying in the United States' health care system

	
	8.c.
	Compare patients' quality of life with their environment during the dying process

	
	8.d.
	Evaluate end-of-life education in medical-based programs at colleges and universities

	
	8.e.
	Explain the impact of clinicians' sensitivity and communication skills on effective end-of-life care

	
	8.f.
	Assess the cost of dying in the United States

	9.
	Explore suicide and other traumatic deaths

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	9.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	9.1.
	learner distinguishes the stigma related to suicide

	
	9.2.
	learner examines the definition of suicide

	
	9.3.
	learner summarizes suicide risk and incidence

	
	9.4.
	learner outlines theoretical models of suicide

	
	9.5.
	learner compares suicidality across the life cycle

	
	9.6.
	learner distinguishes types of sudden, traumatic deaths

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	9.a.
	Extrapolate a comprehensive definition of suicide

	
	9.b.
	Summarize the incidence of suicide across the lifespan

	
	9.c.
	Explore sociological and psychological models of suicide

	
	9.d.
	Analyze the stigma of suicide

	
	9.e.
	Differentiate types of sudden, traumatic deaths

	10.
	Compare diversity in death rituals

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	10.1.
	Written, oral, and/or multimedia presentation

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	10.1.
	presentation summarizes common death rituals

	
	10.2.
	presentation compares behaviors associated with mourning

	
	10.3.
	presentation examines cultural customs surrounding time of death

	
	10.4.
	presentation differentiates handling of the body after death

	
	10.5.
	presentation distinguishes types of religion-based death rituals

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	10.a.
	Characterize the meaning of death rituals

	
	10.b.
	Explore the various behaviors correlated with mourning

	
	10.c.
	Compare customs that occur before and after a death

	
	10.d.
	Distinguish methods used to handle the remains of the deceased

	
	10.e.
	Correlate religion with death rituals

	11.
	Examine the business of dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	11.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	11.1.
	learner contrasts the changing American funeral

	
	11.2.
	learner summarizes the role, education, and licensure of the funeral director

	
	11.3.
	learner examines the costs of funerals

	
	11.4.
	learner identifies alternatives to traditional funerals

	
	11.5.
	learner explores the practices of burying the dead

	
	11.6.
	learner illustrates funeral pre-planning activities

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	11.a.
	Compare the historical changes that have occurred with funerals in the United States

	
	11.b.
	Examine the education, licensure, and role of the funeral director

	
	11.c.
	Identify the financial aspects of funerals

	
	11.d.
	Explore alternatives to traditional funerals

	
	11.e.
	Explain pre-arrangements in funeral planning

	
	11.f.
	Summarize changes in burying the dead

	12.
	Explain the legal aspects of dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	12.1.
	Written, Oral, and/or Multimedia Presentation

	
	12.2.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	12.1.
	learner examines procedures for establishing and documenting cause of death

	
	12.2.
	learner summarizes advanced directives

	
	12.3.
	presentation correlates personal and professional use of living wills

	
	12.4.
	presentation distinguishes durable power of attorney (DPOA) parameters and use

	
	12.5.
	learner identifies the opportunities and limitations of financial planning

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	12.a.
	Examine procedures for determining and documenting cause of death

	
	12.b.
	Distinguish advanced directives and their use

	
	12.c.
	Relate personal and professional uses of living wills

	
	12.d.
	Differentiate the parameters and use of durable power of attorney (DPOA)

	
	12.e.
	Explore types of financial planning and their use

	13.
	Explore grief and loss

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	13.1.
	Reflection

	
	13.2.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	13.1.
	reflection summarizes the role of bereavement

	
	13.2.
	learner contrasts normal and complicated grief

	
	13.3.
	reflection explores the non-linear stages of grief

	
	13.4.
	learner differentiates disenfranchised grief

	
	13.5.
	learner characterizes anticipatory grief

	
	13.6.
	learner outlines the tasks of mourning

	
	13.7.
	learner summarizes methods for supporting the bereaved

	
	13.8.
	learner explores coping with unexpected death

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	13.a.
	Explain the role of bereavement

	
	13.b.
	Compare normal and complicated grief

	
	13.c.
	Illustrate the stages of grief and their non-linear presentation

	
	13.d.
	Distinguish disenfranchised grief

	
	13.e.
	Examine anticipatory grief

	
	13.f.
	Differentiate the tasks of mourning

	
	13.g.
	Explore ways to support bereaved individuals

	
	13.h.
	Summarize how individuals cope with unexpected death




	14.
	Differentiate grieving throughout the life cycle

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	14.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	14.1.
	learner examines grieving parents upon the loss of a child

	
	14.2.
	learner differentiates the experiences of grieving children and adolescents

	
	14.3.
	learner explores grief in adulthood

	
	14.4.
	learner contrasts death, dying, and bereavement in the 21st century

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	14.a.
	Characterize the experience of a parent losing a child

	
	14.b.
	Compare the experience of grief in children and adolescents

	
	14.c.
	Differentiate the experiences of grief in adulthood

	
	14.d.
	Analyze death, dying, and bereavement in the 21st century

	Metadata Tags

	Death, Dying, Thanatology, Mortality, Death education, Societal Attitudes, Culture, Euphemisms, Coping mechanisms, Communication, Religion, Spirituality, Near-death experiences, Cross-cultural views of dying, Beliefs, Rituals, Customs, Elisabeth Kubler-Ross, Five Stages of Dying, Social disengagement, Self-meaning, Life review, Coping patterns, Life-limiting illness, Palliative care, Pain and symptom management, Hospice, Physical changes, Mental changes, Pain, Grief, Loss, Physical pain, Spiritual pain, Emotional pain, Psychological pain, Comfort-focused care, Cure-focused treatment, End-of-life care, Hospice philosophy, Bereavement, Technology, Medical model of care, Person-directed model of care, Sensitivity, Suicide, Traumatic death, Stigma, Mourning, Funeral, Funeral directors, Cost of dying, Burial, Cremation, Advanced planning, Durable power of attorney, Financial planning, Complicated grief, Disenfranchised grief, Anticipatory grief, Tasks of mourning, Unexpected death





Course Learning Plans and Performance Assessment Tasks
An Introduction to Death and Dying
Overview/Purpose
This module provides a foundational understanding of death, dying, and bereavement. Theoretical approaches will be examined, along with a historical overview of death and dying in the United States. A review of contemporary attitudes of death and dying will also be explored, along with the fears and fascination that accompany death.
Target Competencies
	1.
	 Investigate attitudes toward death and dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	1.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	1.1.
	learner defines thanatology

	
	1.2.
	learner correlates recent historical events and popular culture with thanatology

	
	1.3.
	learner summarizes mortality

	
	1.4.
	learner distinguishes the theoretical approaches to death and dying

	
	1.5.
	learner explores death education

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	1.a.
	Examine societal attitudes toward death

	
	1.b.
	Relate the historical and cultural implications of death in the United States

	
	1.c.
	Summarize the meaning and implications of mortality

	
	1.d.
	Correlate the theoretical approaches to death and dying (ie biological, psychological, philosophical, anthropological, sociological) with current societal attitudes

	
	1.e.
	Explore the emergence of death education in shaping societal attitudes in the United States

	2.
	Explore the experience of death and dying in the United States

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	2.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	2.1.
	learner compares the definitions of death

	
	2.2.
	learner explores the meaning of dying and death

	
	2.3.
	learner summarizes the history of the American experience of death

	
	2.4.
	learner distinguishes contemporary attitudes toward death

	
	2.5.
	learner summarizes the use of euphemisms in death and dying

	
	2.6.
	learner analyzes fears and anxieties related to death and dying

	
	2.7.
	learner illustrates individuals' contemplation of their own deaths

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	2.a.
	Explain the definition of death

	
	2.b.
	Explore the cultural implications of death and dying

	
	2.c.
	Summarize how euphemisms are used in death and dying

	
	2.d.
	Analyze the fears and anxieties people have related to death and dying

	
	2.e.
	Illustrate the psychological processing individuals experience regarding their own deaths





Learning Activities
	1.
	Read Chapters 1 & 2 of the Leming & Dickinson text.

	2.
	Review the corresponding PowerPoint presentations

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Chapter 2 - American Experience of Death
	Chapter 2 - American Experience of Death.pptx

	
	Chapter 1 - Studying Dying Death and Bereavement
	Chapter 1 - Studying Dying Death and Bereavement.pptx

	3.
	Read and review all supplemental resources

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Dying in Prison
	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUPQlXMdZHQ

	
	Medicare Hospice Benefits
	https://www.medicare.gov/pubs/pdf/02154.pdf

	
	Types and Stages of Grief
	Types and Stages of Grief.pptx

	
	Solvay Hospice House
	http://mdfoundation.org/special-projects/solvay-hospice-house/

	4.
	Participate in a guest speaker presentation


Assessment Activities
	1.
	Hospice Reflection





Hospice Reflection
Directions
Key information to be gathered from the presentation: 
1. Name of the speaker 
2. Personal and professional qualifications 
3. Date of speaker’s presentation 
4. Work history, including other positions in the helping profession. 
5. How long has the guest speaker worked in the field of gerontology – aging services? 
6. General summary of what they have done for paid and volunteer employment. Be specific and accurate. 
7. General summary of topics they present on that correspond to course content. 
8. What are three things that you learned from the presentation that you did not previously know? Provide specific information for support. 
9. What are three questions that still remained in regards to the guest speaker related to the topics presented? You may seek assistance from your text book or other scholarly sources to help formulate your questions. 
10. Provide three examples of how you can/could apply the information covered in the presentation within your work in the field of gerontology – aging services. 
Directions for Writing Your Reflection: 
1. You are required to have a minimum of two pages of content, and an additional page for your reference(s). 
2. Follow directions for APA formatting and style. Write your reflection in a narrative format, double-spaced, in a Word document. 
Format for reference: 
Rodlund, K. (March 15, 2016). Solvay hospice house. In J. Ellis & J. Augustine (Instructors), Death and dying. Lecture conducted from Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, Superior, WI. 
 
In-text citation: 
(Rodlund, 2016)

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	 Investigate attitudes toward death and dying

	2.
	Explore the experience of death and dying in the United States


Scoring Standard
You must score in the "Exceeds Standards" or "Meet Standards" to be successful.


Scoring Guide
	
	Criteria
	Exceeds Standards
	Meets Standards
	Nearly Meets Standards
	Does Not Meet Standards
	Ratings

	1.
	Content
20 points
	Demonstrates a complete and thorough reflection.  It is of the assigned length, and all content contributes to the paper.  Shows mastery of the core content of the presentation and discusses fully its application in a specific environment.
18-20 points
	Demonstrates a complete reflection.  Is of the assigned length.  Shows comprehension of most core presentation content, and some ability to apply this in a specific environment.
16-17 points
	Demonstrates an almost complete reflection.  Does not meet the assigned length, or is padded with a large amount of irrelevant material.  Demonstrates limited comprehension of the presentation, and/or only superficially discusses its application in a specific environment.
14-15 points
	Does not demonstrate a complete reflection.  It significantly does not meet assigned length and/or contains irrelevant material.  Does not demonstrate comprehension of presentation content and/or fails to discuss its application to a specific environment.
13 points or less
	

	2.
	Organization
5 points
	Writer expresses relationships among ideas; careful and subtle organization enhances effectiveness of communication.  Transitions are used well to enhance organization.
5 points
	Relationships among ideas is assisted by transitions and logical progression of ideas.  Transitions used to maintain organization.
4 points
	Relationships among ideas is sometimes clear, but conveyed inconsistently.  Transitions may be evident, but may not be used effectively.
3 points
	Few relationships between ideas are presented.  Transitions minimal or ineffective in organizing materials.
2 points or less
	

	3.
	Grammar, Spelling, & Mechanics
5 points
	Mastery of grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Enhances the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	A small number of errors in grammar, spelling and mechanics.  Does not distract from the overall effectiveness of the paper.
4 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Distracts and/or interferes with understanding.
3 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Causes reader to frequently stop reading and/or unable to comprehend content.
2 points or less
	

	4.
	Details
5 points
	Rich, supporting details that enhance the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	Details are specific, and enhance the effectiveness of communication.
4 points
	Details are adequate and relevant, but do not provide enough specific information to support the topic.
3 points
	Details lack elaboration; important details minimal or omitted.
2 points or less
	

	5.
	Thesis Statement, Introduction, Conclusion, & Sentence Structure
10 points
	Clearly and concisely states the reflection’s purpose, in an engaging and thought-provoking way.  Sets the stage for the material to be presented.  Conclusion is engaging and restates the thesis.  Sentence variety enhances style and effectiveness of communication.
9-10 points
	Clearly states the reflection’s purpose.  Sets the stage for the material that will be presented.  Conclusion restates the thesis.  Complete sentences with some sentence variety that mostly supports effective communication.
8 points
	Unclear statement of purpose for reflection.  Undefined introduction and/or conclusion.  Unclear sentence structure that may include run-ons and fragments that occasionally distract and/or interfere with understanding.
 7 points
	Minimal or no introduction and/or conclusion.  Reflection paper’s purpose not stated, or unclear.  Poor sentence structure such as run-ons and fragments that frequently interfere with understanding.
6 points or less
	

	6.
	Citations & References
5 points
	Material needing citation and reference appropriately cited and enhanced content.  No errors in the application of APA.
5 points
	All necessary citations and references are present.  Some errors in application of APA.
 4 points
	Some necessary citations and references present.  Frequent errors in application of APA.
3 points
	Citations and references are missing.  Significant errors in application of APA.
2 points or less
	



Death and the Life Course
Overview/Purpose
This module examines death over the life course, as well as the historical and cultural components of death and dying. You will explore how children and adolescents are exposed to death, and effective ways to explain death to them. A closer look at the adult experience of death will also be distinguished. You will compare and contrast religious interpretations of death, and understand the concept of “near death experiences”.
Target Competencies
	3.
	Compare how death is acknowledged in children and adolescents versus adults

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	3.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	3.1.
	learner explores a child's perception of death

	
	3.2.
	learner summarizes effective methods to explain death and dying to children

	
	3.3.
	learner links fears and anxieties about death and dying to child development

	
	3.4.
	learner differentiates coping mechanisms of children and adolescents with death and dying

	
	3.5.
	learner distinguishes death rituals

	
	3.6.
	learner correlates adult development with death and dying

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	3.a.
	Explore how children internalize the concept of death

	
	3.b.
	Summarize effective ways to communicate with children and adolescents about death

	
	3.c.
	Correlate death anxiety to stages of child development

	
	3.d.
	Distinguish mechanisms children and adolescents use when coping with death

	
	3.e.
	Explore the role of death rituals in families

	
	3.f.
	Explore the concept of death and dying in adult development

	4.
	Summarize cultural and historical perspectives on death and dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	4.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	4.1.
	learner compares religious interpretations of death

	
	4.2.
	learner illustrates cross-cultural views of death and dying

	
	4.3.
	learner explains near-death experiences

	
	4.4.
	learner identifies how religion is a source of strength for individuals

	
	4.5.
	learner differentiates funeral customs and rituals based on religion

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	4.a.
	Explain the impact of religion on death and dying

	
	4.b.
	Illustrate the cross-cultural, death-related beliefs and practices

	
	4.c.
	Explain the traits of near-death experiences

	
	4.d.
	Explain the impact religious beliefs and practices have on individuals

	
	4.e.
	Explore the diversity of religious rituals and customs





Learning Activities
	1.
	Read Chapters 3 & 4 of the Leming & Dickinson text.

	2.
	Review the corresponding PowerPoint presentations:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Chapter 4 - Perspectives on Death and Life After Death
	Chapter 4 - Perspectives on Death and Life After Death.pptx

	
	Chapter 3 - Growing Up with Death
	Chapter 3 - Growing Up with Death.pptx


Assessment Activities
	1.
	Loss Questionnaire Discussion Board





Loss Questionnaire Discussion Board (The origination of the Loss Questionnaire is uncertain.)
Directions
For this discussion board, you will explore your own experiences of loss throughout the life span.  Complete the “Loss Questionnaire.”  Note that there are no right or wrong answers as this exercise gives you the opportunity to examine your own path, which may be different from the experiences of others.
Once you have completed the Loss Questionnaire, provide a general summary of your answers.  Were there things you learned about yourself from this exercise?  Were there questions you might have struggled with?  Relate this exercise to content from the text or other resources provided in class as appropriate.  
In addition to posting your own discussion board thread, respond to (at a minimum) two fellow students’ discussion board threads. 

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	Compare how death is acknowledged in children and adolescents versus adults

	2.
	Summarize cultural and historical perspectives on death and dying


Scoring
Rating Scale
	Value
	Description

	Superior (18-20 points)
	Forum post displays critical and/or creative thinking as well as knowledge of required readings. The post demonstrates a critical or evaluative analysis which meets a minimum length requirement of 300 words for initial posting and includes multiple sources of reference and appropriate citations to quoted documents. [APA Style]. Student also appropriately and thoroughly responds to two fellow students’ discussion threads at a minimum; each of the responses must be at least 50 words in length.

	Good (16-17 points)
	Post reveals good insight or understanding of the material and argues relevant points with supporting evidence. The forum post connects to prior content covered and shows application to life experiences or other courses completed. Utilizes at least one source referenced, and is (at a maximum) 200 words. Student responds to one or two fellow student’s discussion threads, although the responses are minimal (less than 50 words).

	Average (14-15 points)
	Largely informational, the post does not reveal analytical or interpretive analysis, and does not frequently integrate various sources into each posting. The post is less than 200 words. Posting displays basic, course content information but does not connect the ideas to any primary or secondary sources and no evidence of critical analysis. Student responds to only one discussion thread of a fellow student (less than 50 words).

	Below Average (12-13 points)
	Minimal work which needs significant concept construction and development because there is no demonstration of understanding or engagement with the course content or relevant issues. The post is less than 100 words. Student does not respond to any discussion threads of fellow students.

	Failing (below 12 points)
	Post lacked demonstration that the readings were completed or comprehended. The post is less than 50 words, or is absent. Also a lack of the above stated expectations or integration of material was evident. Student does not respond to any discussion threads of fellow students.

	Zero points
	Assignment submitted late or not at all.


Scoring Standard
You'll be expected to write posts that minimally score average.



Living Until You Have Died
Overview/Purpose
This module provides a comprehensive exploration of the dying process, palliative and hospice care, and living with dying. You will differentiate the various meanings in dying, and exploration on how to effectively relate to the dying person with dignity. An in-depth examination of hospice and palliative care concepts and philosophy are included, as well as cure- and comfort-focused treatments.
Target Competencies
	5.
	Explore the dying process

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	5.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	5.1.
	learner correlates prognostication and the concept of time

	
	5.2.
	learner identifies the process of social disengagement

	
	5.3.
	learner contrasts the expected and actual behaviors of those who are dying

	
	5.4.
	learner correlates values and self-meaning with terminal illness

	
	5.5.
	learner summarizes Kubler-Ross's Five Stages of Dying

	
	5.6.
	learner compares how professional and personal support systems relate to the dying person

	
	5.7.
	learner explores the meaning of dying with dignity

	
	5.8.
	learner characterizes the experience of a dying child

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	5.a.
	Correlate the meaning of prognostication and how it relates to time

	
	5.b.
	Identify factors that demonstrate a dying person's social disengagement

	
	5.c.
	Contrast the expected and actual behaviors of a dying person

	
	5.d.
	Correlate the values and self-meaning that accompany terminal illness

	
	5.e.
	Summarize the Five Stages of Dying outlined by Elisabeth Kubler-Ross

	6.
	Examine living with dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	6.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	6.1.
	learner summarizes living with a life-limiting illness

	
	6.2.
	learner distinguishes coping patterns with life-limiting illnesses

	
	6.3.
	evaluate treatment options and symptoms

	
	6.4.
	learner explores pain and symptom management

	
	6.5.
	learner summarizes the tenets of palliative care

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	6.a.
	Examine the physical and mental changes that occur in the dying process

	
	6.b.
	Distinguish patterns of coping for persons with life-limiting illness

	
	6.c.
	Analyze the benefits and burdens of treatment strategies for persons with life-limiting illness

	
	6.d.
	Explore the role of complementary and alternative therapies in comfort-focused care

	
	6.e.
	Outline pain and symptom management strategies used in comfort-focused care

	
	6.f.
	Distinguish the goal of palliative care




	7.
	Distinguish the hospice movement in end-of-life care

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	7.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	7.1.
	learner outlines the primary goals of hospice care

	
	7.2.
	learner summarizes the hospice interdisciplinary team

	
	7.3.
	learner distinguishes the patient and family as a unit of care in hospice

	
	7.4.
	learner explains the reimbursement and out-of-pocket costs of hospice care

	
	7.5.
	learner evaluates societal attitudes and awareness of hospice

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	7.a.
	Explore hospice philosophy and its goals in end-of-life care

	
	7.b.
	Explain hospice eligibility

	
	7.c.
	Summarize how hospice is reimbursed

	
	7.d.
	Correlate the roles of the interdisciplinary team, the patient, and the family

	
	7.e.
	Outline hospice services before and after the death

	
	7.f.
	Distinguish how societal views and awareness influence the utilization of hospice services

	8.
	Evaluate dying in the health care system of the United States

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	8.1.
	Written, oral, and/or multimedia presentation

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	8.1.
	presentation correlates to the medical model of care in the United States

	
	8.2.
	presentation examines the benefits and burdens of technology in health care

	
	8.3.
	presentation explores the settings in which people die in the United States

	
	8.4.
	presentation correlates the prevalence of end-of-life education in medical and nursing schools with the health care system

	
	8.5.
	presentation illustrates the importance of practitioners' communication and sensitivity to end-of-life care

	
	8.6.
	presentation analyzes the cost of dying in the United States

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	8.a.
	Critique the benefits and burdens of the medical approach to health care in the United States

	
	8.b.
	Determine the impact of technology has on dying in the United States' health care system

	
	8.c.
	Compare patients' quality of life with their environment during the dying process

	
	8.d.
	Evaluate end-of-life education in medical-based programs at colleges and universities

	
	8.e.
	Explain the impact of clinicians' sensitivity and communication skills on effective end-of-life care

	
	8.f.
	Assess the cost of dying in the United States


Learning Activities
	1.
	Read Chapters 5 & 6 of the Leming & Dickinson text.

	2.
	Review the corresponding PowerPoint presentations:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Chapter 5 - The Dying Process
	Chapter 5 - The Dying Process.pptx

	
	Chapter 6 - Living with Dying
	Chapter 6 - Living with Dying.pptx




	3.
	Read and review all supplemental resources:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Karnofsky Performance Scale
	http://www.hospicepatients.org/karnofsky.html

	
	NHPCO's Facts and Figures: Hospice Care in America 2015 Edition
	http://www.nhpco.org/sites/default/files/public/Statistics_Research/2015_Facts_Figures.pdf

	
	Trends and Variation in End-of-Life Care for Medicare Beneficiaries with Severe Chronic Illness
	http://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2011/04/trends-and-variation-in-end-of-life-care-for-medicare-beneficiar.html

	
	Death and dying in the US: the barriers to the benefits of palliative and hospice care
	https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2682390/

	4.
	Participate in a guest speaker presentation


Assessment Activities
	1.
	Coroner and Funeral Director Guest Speaker Reflection





Coroner and Funeral Director Reflection
Directions
Key information to be gathered from the presentation: 
1. Name of the speaker 
2. Personal and professional qualifications 
3. Date of speaker’s presentation 
4. Work history, including other positions in the helping profession. 
5. How long has the guest speaker worked in the field of gerontology – aging services? 
6. General summary of what they have done for paid and volunteer employment. Be specific and accurate. 
7. General summary of topics they present on that correspond to course content. 
8. What are three things that you learned from the presentation that you did not previously know? Provide specific information for support. 
9. What are three questions that still remained in regards to the guest speaker related to the topics presented? You may seek assistance from your text book or other scholarly sources to help formulate your questions. 
10. Provide three examples of how you can/could apply the information covered in the presentation within your work in the field of gerontology – aging services. 
Directions for Writing Your Reflection: 
1. You are required to have a minimum of two pages of content, and an additional page for your reference(s). 
2. Follow directions for APA formatting and style. Write your reflection in a narrative format, double-spaced, in a Word document. 
Format for reference: 
Beeksma, B. & Mountain, M. (March 29, 2016). The roles of the coroner and funeral director. In J. Ellis & J. Augustine (Instructors), Death and dying. Lecture conducted from Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, Superior, WI. 
 
In-text citation: 
(Beeksma & Mountain, 2016)

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	Explore the dying process

	2.
	Examine living with dying

	3.
	Distinguish the hospice movement in end-of-life care

	4.
	Evaluate dying in the health care system of the United States


Scoring Standard
You must score in the "Exceeds Standards" or "Meet Standards" to be successful.


Scoring Guide
	
	Criteria
	Exceeds Standards
	Meets Standards
	Nearly Meets Standards
	Does Not Meet Standards
	Ratings

	1.
	Content
20 points
	Demonstrates a complete and thorough reflection.  It is of the assigned length, and all content contributes to the paper.  Shows mastery of the core content of the presentation and discusses fully its application in a specific environment.
18-20 points
	Demonstrates a complete reflection.  Is of the assigned length.  Shows comprehension of most core presentation content, and some ability to apply this in a specific environment.
16-17 points
	Demonstrates an almost complete reflection.  Does not meet the assigned length, or is padded with a large amount of irrelevant material.  Demonstrates limited comprehension of the presentation, and/or only superficially discusses its application in a specific environment.
14-15 points
	Does not demonstrate a complete reflection.  It significantly does not meet assigned length and/or contains irrelevant material.  Does not demonstrate comprehension of presentation content and/or fails to discuss its application to a specific environment.
13 points or less
	

	2.
	Organization
5 points
	Writer expresses relationships among ideas; careful and subtle organization enhances effectiveness of communication.  Transitions are used well to enhance organization.
5 points
	Relationships among ideas is assisted by transitions and logical progression of ideas.  Transitions used to maintain organization.
4 points
	Relationships among ideas is sometimes clear, but conveyed inconsistently.  Transitions may be evident, but may not be used effectively.
3 points
	Few relationships between ideas are presented.  Transitions minimal or ineffective in organizing materials.
2 points or less
	

	3.
	Grammar, Spelling, & Mechanics
5 points
	Mastery of grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Enhances the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	A small number of errors in grammar, spelling and mechanics.  Does not distract from the overall effectiveness of the paper.
4 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Distracts and/or interferes with understanding.
3 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Causes reader to frequently stop reading and/or unable to comprehend content.
2 points or less
	

	4.
	Details
5 points
	Rich, supporting details that enhance the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	Details are specific, and enhance the effectiveness of communication.
4 points
	Details are adequate and relevant, but do not provide enough specific information to support the topic.
3 points
	Details lack elaboration; important details minimal or omitted.
2 points or less
	

	5.
	Thesis Statement, Introduction, Conclusion, & Sentence Structure
10 points
	Clearly and concisely states the reflection’s purpose, in an engaging and thought-provoking way.  Sets the stage for the material to be presented.  Conclusion is engaging and restates the thesis.  Sentence variety enhances style and effectiveness of communication.
9-10 points
	Clearly states the reflection’s purpose.  Sets the stage for the material that will be presented.  Conclusion restates the thesis.  Complete sentences with some sentence variety that mostly supports effective communication.
8 points
	Unclear statement of purpose for reflection.  Undefined introduction and/or conclusion.  Unclear sentence structure that may include run-ons and fragments that occasionally distract and/or interfere with understanding.
 7 points
	Minimal or no introduction and/or conclusion.  Reflection paper’s purpose not stated, or unclear.  Poor sentence structure such as run-ons and fragments that frequently interfere with understanding.
6 points or less
	

	6.
	Citations & References
5 points
	Material needing citation and reference appropriately cited and enhanced content.  No errors in the application of APA.
5 points
	All necessary citations and references are present.  Some errors in application of APA.
 4 points
	Some necessary citations and references present.  Frequent errors in application of APA.
3 points
	Citations and references are missing.  Significant errors in application of APA.
2 points or less
	



Dying in America
Overview/Purpose
This module examines the various components of death and dying in the American health care system. Topics will include euthanasia and other biomedical issues, the medical model of care, clinical training in end-of-life, use of technology, and the environments in which people die in the United States. You will have an opportunity to explore the topic further through the discussion board assignment, based on the PBS special, “Being Mortal”.
Target Competencies
	7.
	Distinguish the hospice movement in end-of-life care

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	7.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	7.1.
	learner outlines the primary goals of hospice care

	
	7.2.
	learner summarizes the hospice interdisciplinary team

	
	7.3.
	learner distinguishes the patient and family as a unit of care in hospice

	
	7.4.
	learner explains the reimbursement and out-of-pocket costs of hospice care

	
	7.5.
	learner evaluates societal attitudes and awareness of hospice

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	7.a.
	Explore hospice philosophy and its goals in end-of-life care

	
	7.b.
	Explain hospice eligibility

	
	7.c.
	Summarize how hospice is reimbursed

	
	7.d.
	Correlate the roles of the interdisciplinary team, the patient, and the family

	
	7.e.
	Outline hospice services before and after the death

	
	7.f.
	Distinguish how societal views and awareness influence the utilization of hospice services

	8.
	Evaluate dying in the health care system of the United States

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	8.1.
	Written, oral, and/or multimedia presentation

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	8.1.
	presentation correlates to the medical model of care in the United States

	
	8.2.
	presentation examines the benefits and burdens of technology in health care

	
	8.3.
	presentation explores the settings in which people die in the United States

	
	8.4.
	presentation correlates the prevalence of end-of-life education in medical and nursing schools with the health care system

	
	8.5.
	presentation illustrates the importance of practitioners' communication and sensitivity to end-of-life care

	
	8.6.
	presentation analyzes the cost of dying in the United States

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	8.a.
	Critique the benefits and burdens of the medical approach to health care in the United States

	
	8.b.
	Determine the impact of technology has on dying in the United States' health care system

	
	8.c.
	Compare patients' quality of life with their environment during the dying process

	
	8.d.
	Evaluate end-of-life education in medical-based programs at colleges and universities

	
	8.e.
	Explain the impact of clinicians' sensitivity and communication skills on effective end-of-life care

	
	8.f.
	Assess the cost of dying in the United States



Learning Activities
	1.
	Read Chapters 7 & 8 of the Leming & Dickinson text.

	2.
	Review the corresponding PowerPoint presentations:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Chapter 8 - Biomedical Issues and Euthanasia
	Chapter 8 - Biomedical Issues and Euthanasia.pptx

	
	Chapter 7 - Dying in the American Health Care System
	Chapter 7 - Dying in the American Health Care System.pptx

	3.
	Read and review all supplemental resources:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Dying Wish
	http://www.cbsnews.com/news/dying-wish-arguing-the-right-to-die/

	
	Paliative Care Network of Wisconsin Fast Facts
	http://www.mypcnow.org/

	
	Fast Facts and Concepts #30 - Prognostication
	http://www.mypcnow.org/blank-fygxy


Assessment Activities
	1.
	Barriers to Dying in the American Health Care System Discussion Board





Barriers to Dying in the American Health Care System Discussion Board
Directions
For this discussion board, you will explore your own experiences (professional and/or personal) on barriers to dying in the American health care system. In addition, you will examine resources discussing the challenges of dying in the United States. Before starting this assignment, watch the video, “Being Mortal”, a PBS Frontline special from February, 2015. 
Based on all of the resources you have read/viewed in this module, and in other modules (or those from other courses), give your opinion about the opportunities and challenges of living and dying in the American health care system. What do we do well in the American health system? What could we do better? And, what don’t we do well at all? Within our role in the field of gerontology, what can we do to affect change in support of older adults, families, and caregivers? Support your discussion with scholarly research and/or anecdotal evidence from your own experiences. 
In addition to posting your own discussion board thread, respond to (at a minimum) two fellow students’ discussion board threads.

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	Distinguish the hospice movement in end-of-life care

	2.
	Evaluate dying in the health care system of the United States


Scoring
Rating Scale
	Value
	Description

	Superior (18-20 points)
	Forum post displays critical and/or creative thinking as well as knowledge of required readings. The post demonstrates a critical or evaluative analysis which meets a minimum length requirement of 300 words for initial posting and includes multiple sources of reference and appropriate citations to quoted documents. [APA Style]. Student also appropriately and thoroughly responds to two fellow students’ discussion threads at a minimum; each of the responses must be at least 50 words in length.

	Good (16-17 points)
	Post reveals good insight or understanding of the material and argues relevant points with supporting evidence. The forum post connects to prior content covered and shows application to life experiences or other courses completed. Utilizes at least one source referenced, and is (at a maximum) 200 words. Student responds to one or two fellow student’s discussion threads, although the responses are minimal (less than 50 words).

	Average (14-15 points)
	Largely informational, the post does not reveal analytical or interpretive analysis, and does not frequently integrate various sources into each posting. The post is less than 200 words. Posting displays basic, course content information but does not connect the ideas to any primary or secondary sources and no evidence of critical analysis. Student responds to only one discussion thread of a fellow student (less than 50 words).

	Below Average (12-13 points)
	Minimal work which needs significant concept construction and development because there is no demonstration of understanding or engagement with the course content or relevant issues. The post is less than 100 words. Student does not respond to any discussion threads of fellow students.

	Failing (below 12 points)
	Post lacked demonstration that the readings were completed or comprehended. The post is less than 50 words, or is absent. Also a lack of the above stated expectations or integration of material was evident. Student does not respond to any discussion threads of fellow students.

	Zero points
	Assignment submitted late or not at all.


Scoring Standard
You'll be expected to write posts that minimally score average.

Diversity, Traumatic Deaths, and Suicide
Overview/Purpose
This module explores cultural competence and diversity in end-of-life situations, along with examining traumatic deaths including suicide. You will integrate the course materials into your own experiences by looking at your own beliefs, attitudes, and practices. You will have the opportunity to view additional resources, including a video on developing and honing skills in compassion for individuals and families at end of life.
Target Competencies
	9.
	Explore suicide and other traumatic deaths

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	9.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	9.1.
	learner distinguishes the stigma related to suicide

	
	9.2.
	learner examines the definition of suicide

	
	9.3.
	learner summarizes suicide risk and incidence

	
	9.4.
	learner outlines theoretical models of suicide

	
	9.5.
	learner compares suicidality across the life cycle

	
	9.6.
	learner distinguishes types of sudden, traumatic deaths

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	9.a.
	Extrapolate a comprehensive definition of suicide

	
	9.b.
	Summarize the incidence of suicide across the lifespan

	
	9.c.
	Explore sociological and psychological models of suicide

	
	9.d.
	Analyze the stigma of suicide

	
	9.e.
	Differentiate types of sudden, traumatic deaths

	10.
	Compare diversity in death rituals

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	10.1.
	Written, oral, and/or multimedia presentation

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	10.1.
	presentation summarizes common death rituals

	
	10.2.
	presentation compares behaviors associated with mourning

	
	10.3.
	presentation examines cultural customs surrounding time of death

	
	10.4.
	presentation differentiates handling of the body after death

	
	10.5.
	presentation distinguishes types of religion-based death rituals

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	10.a.
	Characterize the meaning of death rituals

	
	10.b.
	Explore the various behaviors correlated with mourning

	
	10.c.
	Compare customs that occur before and after a death

	
	10.d.
	Distinguish methods used to handle the remains of the deceased

	
	10.e.
	Correlate religion with death rituals





Learning Activities
	1.
	Read Chapters 9 & 10 of the Leming & Dickinson text.

	2.
	Review the corresponding PowerPoint presentations:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Chapter 10 - Diversity in Death Rituals
	Chapter 10 - Diversity in Death Rituals.pptx

	
	Chapter 9 - Suicide and Other Sudden Unnatural Traumatic Deaths
	Chapter 9 - Suicide and Other Sudden Unnatural Traumatic Deaths.pptx

	3.
	Read and review all supplemental resources:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Fast Facts and Concepts #216: Asking about cultural beliefs in palliative care
	http://www.mypcnow.org/blank-g562m

	4.
	Participate in a guest speaker presentation

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Cultural Diversities in Death and Dying
	Cultural Diversities in Death and Dying (Augustine Jennifer).pptx


Assessment Activities
	1.
	Knowing Your Own Attitudes, Beliefs, and Practice Reflection





Know Your Own Attitudes, Beliefs, and Practices Reflection
Directions
Use the following areas with corresponding questions to do your own self-assessment of your attitudes, beliefs, and practices. Integrate your own personal and professional experiences into your self-assessment (reflection) paper, providing examples as appropriate. 
1. Life After Death 
- To what extent do you believe in a life after death? 
- To what extent do you believe in reincarnation? 
2. Religion/Spirituality and Rituals 
- How significant is religion and/or spirituality in your death attitudes? Describe the role of religion and/or spirituality at end-of-life. 
- What is your experience of participating in rituals to remember the dead? 
3. Your Own Death 
- How often do you think about your own death? 
- If you could choose, when would you die? 
- What kind of death would you prefer? 
- How do you feel about having an autopsy done on your body? 
- Are you willing to be an organ donor? Why or why not? 
4. Traumatic Injuries/Deaths 
- To what extent should suicide be prevented? Provide support as appropriate. 
- What efforts should be made to keep a seriously ill person alive after a trauma? 
- What circumstances would prompt you to refuse medical treatment for a dying family member following a traumatic injury? 
- How helpful to a survivor’s grief is viewing the body? Provide support as appropriate. 
5. Cultural Beliefs/Practices 
- If there are any specific cultural beliefs or practices that you have engaged in, include that information as well. Share familial traditions, or those of your community/region, as they apply to you. 
Directions for Writing Your Reflection: 
1. You are required to have a minimum of two pages of content, and an additional page for your reference(s). 
2. Follow directions for APA formatting and style as appropriate for this assignment. Write your reflection in a narrative format, double-spaced, in a Word document.

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	Explore suicide and other traumatic deaths

	2.
	Compare diversity in death rituals


Scoring Standard
You must score in the "Exceeds Standards" or "Meet Standards" to be successful.


Scoring Guide
	
	Criteria
	Exceeds Standards
	Meets Standards
	Nearly Meets Standards
	Does Not Meet Standards
	Ratings

	1.
	Content
20 points
	Demonstrates a complete and thorough reflection.  It is of the assigned length, and all content contributes to the paper.  Shows mastery of the core content of the presentation and discusses fully its application in a specific environment.
18-20 points
	Demonstrates a complete reflection.  Is of the assigned length.  Shows comprehension of most core presentation content, and some ability to apply this in a specific environment.
16-17 points
	Demonstrates an almost complete reflection.  Does not meet the assigned length, or is padded with a large amount of irrelevant material.  Demonstrates limited comprehension of the presentation, and/or only superficially discusses its application in a specific environment.
14-15 points
	Does not demonstrate a complete reflection.  It significantly does not meet assigned length and/or contains irrelevant material.  Does not demonstrate comprehension of presentation content and/or fails to discuss its application to a specific environment.
13 points or less
	

	2.
	Organization
5 points
	Writer expresses relationships among ideas; careful and subtle organization enhances effectiveness of communication.  Transitions are used well to enhance organization.
5 points
	Relationships among ideas is assisted by transitions and logical progression of ideas.  Transitions used to maintain organization.
4 points
	Relationships among ideas is sometimes clear, but conveyed inconsistently.  Transitions may be evident, but may not be used effectively.
3 points
	Few relationships between ideas are presented.  Transitions minimal or ineffective in organizing materials.
2 points or less
	

	3.
	Grammar, Spelling, & Mechanics
5 points
	Mastery of grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Enhances the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	A small number of errors in grammar, spelling and mechanics.  Does not distract from the overall effectiveness of the paper.
4 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Distracts and/or interferes with understanding.
3 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Causes reader to frequently stop reading and/or unable to comprehend content.
2 points or less
	

	4.
	Details
5 points
	Rich, supporting details that enhance the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	Details are specific, and enhance the effectiveness of communication.
4 points
	Details are adequate and relevant, but do not provide enough specific information to support the topic.
3 points
	Details lack elaboration; important details minimal or omitted.
2 points or less
	

	5.
	Thesis Statement, Introduction, Conclusion, & Sentence Structure
10 points
	Clearly and concisely states the reflection’s purpose, in an engaging and thought-provoking way.  Sets the stage for the material to be presented.  Conclusion is engaging and restates the thesis.  Sentence variety enhances style and effectiveness of communication.
9-10 points
	Clearly states the reflection’s purpose.  Sets the stage for the material that will be presented.  Conclusion restates the thesis.  Complete sentences with some sentence variety that mostly supports effective communication.
8 points
	Unclear statement of purpose for reflection.  Undefined introduction and/or conclusion.  Unclear sentence structure that may include run-ons and fragments that occasionally distract and/or interfere with understanding.
 7 points
	Minimal or no introduction and/or conclusion.  Reflection paper’s purpose not stated, or unclear.  Poor sentence structure such as run-ons and fragments that frequently interfere with understanding.
6 points or less
	

	6.
	Citations & References
5 points
	Material needing citation and reference appropriately cited and enhanced content.  No errors in the application of APA.
5 points
	All necessary citations and references are present.  Some errors in application of APA.
 4 points
	Some necessary citations and references present.  Frequent errors in application of APA.
3 points
	Citations and references are missing.  Significant errors in application of APA.
2 points or less
	



The Legal and Business Aspects of Dying
Overview/Purpose
This module examines the business and legal aspects of dying in the United States. Funeral and other remembrance practices, and burial options, will be explored. You will study various legal components of death including death certificates, advanced directives, financial planning and property dissemination, and those practitioners who assist with these matters. In support of this week’s materials, you will complete and share the experience of completing an advanced directive.
Target Competencies
	11.
	Examine the business of dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	11.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	11.1.
	learner contrasts the changing American funeral

	
	11.2.
	learner summarizes the role, education, and licensure of the funeral director

	
	11.3.
	learner examines the costs of funerals

	
	11.4.
	learner identifies alternatives to traditional funerals

	
	11.5.
	learner explores the practices of burying the dead

	
	11.6.
	learner illustrates funeral pre-planning activities

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	11.a.
	Compare the historical changes that have occurred with funerals in the United States

	
	11.b.
	Examine the education, licensure, and role of the funeral director

	
	11.c.
	Identify the financial aspects of funerals

	
	11.d.
	Explore alternatives to traditional funerals

	
	11.e.
	Explain pre-arrangements in funeral planning

	
	11.f.
	Summarize changes in burying the dead

	12.
	Explain the legal aspects of dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	12.1.
	Written, Oral, and/or Multimedia Presentation

	
	12.2.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	12.1.
	learner examines procedures for establishing and documenting cause of death

	
	12.2.
	learner summarizes advanced directives

	
	12.3.
	presentation correlates personal and professional use of living wills

	
	12.4.
	presentation distinguishes durable power of attorney (DPOA) parameters and use

	
	12.5.
	learner identifies the opportunities and limitations of financial planning

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	12.a.
	Examine procedures for determining and documenting cause of death

	
	12.b.
	Distinguish advanced directives and their use

	
	12.c.
	Relate personal and professional uses of living wills

	
	12.d.
	Differentiate the parameters and use of durable power of attorney (DPOA)

	
	12.e.
	Explore types of financial planning and their use



Learning Activities
	1.
	Read Chapters 11 & 12 of the Leming & Dickinson text.

	2.
	Review the corresponding PowerPoint presentations:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Chapter 11 - The Business of Dying
	Chapter 11 - The Business of Dying.pptx

	
	Chapter 12 - The Legal Aspects of Dying
	Chapter 12 - The Legal Aspects of Dying.pptx

	3.
	Review the additional materials:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Passing On
	http://passing-on.org/

	
	Honoring Choices - Wisconsin
	https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/hcw/hcw-about-us/hcw-videos/have-the-conversation/


Assessment Activities
	1.
	Five Wishes Discussion Board





Five Wishes Discussion Board
Directions
Complete the “Five Wishes” advanced directive. Although you will not be submitting your completed “Five Wishes”, you will use it to facilitate discussion about the process of completing an advanced directive. After completing the document, review it with another person. This could be a spouse/significant other, friend, or other family member. Talk about your wishes, and how you would like to be treated if at some point you become terminal or unable to speak on your own behalf related to medical treatment. 
For your discussion board thread, discuss what this experience was like for you. What was the person’s reaction to the request to discuss this document? Was this process uncomfortable or do you feel as though there was ease in conversation? Did this discussion/process trigger anything in you? Was it difficult or easy to use? Have you completed an advanced directive before? How do you think we could use this document in the field of gerontology? Is this type of document for ‘everyone’, or should it only be used in certain situations?  
In addition to posting your own discussion board thread, respond to (at a minimum) two fellow students’ discussion board threads.

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	Examine the business of dying

	2.
	Explain the legal aspects of dying


Scoring
Rating Scale
	Value
	Description

	Superior (18-20 points)
	Forum post displays critical and/or creative thinking as well as knowledge of required readings. The post demonstrates a critical or evaluative analysis which meets a minimum length requirement of 300 words for initial posting and includes multiple sources of reference and appropriate citations to quoted documents. [APA Style]. Student also appropriately and thoroughly responds to two fellow students’ discussion threads at a minimum; each of the responses must be at least 50 words in length.

	Good (16-17 points)
	Post reveals good insight or understanding of the material and argues relevant points with supporting evidence. The forum post connects to prior content covered and shows application to life experiences or other courses completed. Utilizes at least one source referenced, and is (at a maximum) 200 words. Student responds to one or two fellow student’s discussion threads, although the responses are minimal (less than 50 words).

	Average (14-15 points)
	Largely informational, the post does not reveal analytical or interpretive analysis, and does not frequently integrate various sources into each posting. The post is less than 200 words. Posting displays basic, course content information but does not connect the ideas to any primary or secondary sources and no evidence of critical analysis. Student responds to only one discussion thread of a fellow student (less than 50 words).

	Below Average (12-13 points)
	Minimal work which needs significant concept construction and development because there is no demonstration of understanding or engagement with the course content or relevant issues. The post is less than 100 words. Student does not respond to any discussion threads of fellow students.

	Failing (below 12 points)
	Post lacked demonstration that the readings were completed or comprehended. The post is less than 50 words, or is absent. Also a lack of the above stated expectations or integration of material was evident. Student does not respond to any discussion threads of fellow students.

	Zero points
	Assignment submitted late or not at all.


Scoring Standard
You'll be expected to write posts that minimally score average.

Coping with Grief and Loss
Overview/Purpose
This module explores coping with grief and loss. You will examine bereavement, the grieving process, the different types of grief, and how to assist the bereaved. Grief and loss across the life cycle will also be studied, looking at types of losses at varying stages in life.
Target Competencies
	13.
	Explore grief and loss

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	13.1.
	Reflection

	
	13.2.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	13.1.
	reflection summarizes the role of bereavement

	
	13.2.
	learner contrasts normal and complicated grief

	
	13.3.
	reflection explores the non-linear stages of grief

	
	13.4.
	learner differentiates disenfranchised grief

	
	13.5.
	learner characterizes anticipatory grief

	
	13.6.
	learner outlines the tasks of mourning

	
	13.7.
	learner summarizes methods for supporting the bereaved

	
	13.8.
	learner explores coping with unexpected death

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	13.a.
	Explain the role of bereavement

	
	13.b.
	Compare normal and complicated grief

	
	13.c.
	Illustrate the stages of grief and their non-linear presentation

	
	13.d.
	Distinguish disenfranchised grief

	
	13.e.
	Examine anticipatory grief

	
	13.f.
	Differentiate the tasks of mourning

	
	13.g.
	Explore ways to support bereaved individuals

	
	13.h.
	Summarize how individuals cope with unexpected death

	14.
	Differentiate grieving throughout the life cycle

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	14.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	14.1.
	learner examines grieving parents upon the loss of a child

	
	14.2.
	learner differentiates the experiences of grieving children and adolescents

	
	14.3.
	learner explores grief in adulthood

	
	14.4.
	learner contrasts death, dying, and bereavement in the 21st century

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	14.a.
	Characterize the experience of a parent losing a child

	
	14.b.
	Compare the experience of grief in children and adolescents

	
	14.c.
	Differentiate the experiences of grief in adulthood

	
	14.d.
	Analyze death, dying, and bereavement in the 21st century





Learning Activities
	1.
	Read Chapters 13 & 14 of the Leming & Dickinson text.

	2.
	Review the corresponding PowerPoint presentations:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Chapter 13 - Coping with Loss
	Chapter 13 - Coping with Loss.pptx

	
	Chapter 14 - Grieving Throughout the Life Cycle
	Chapter 14 - Grieving Throughout the Life Cycle.pptx

	3.
	Read and review all supplemental resources:

	
	Learning Materials

	
	Grief Counseling Resource Guide: A Field Manual
	https://www.omh.ny.gov/omhweb/grief/GriefCounselingResourceGuide.pdf

	
	Helping Children with Funerals
	http://griefwords.com/index.cgi?action=page&page=articles%2Fhelping27.html&site_id=4

	4.
	Participate in guest speaker presentation


Assessment Activities
	1.
	Spirituality at End of Life Reflection





Spirituality at End of Life Reflection
Directions
Key information to be gathered from the presentation: 
1. Name of the speaker 
2. Personal and professional qualifications 
3. Date of speaker’s presentation 
4. Work history, including other positions in the helping profession. 
5. How long has the guest speaker worked in the field of gerontology – aging services? 
6. General summary of what they have done for paid and volunteer employment. Be specific and accurate. 
7. General summary of topics they present on that correspond to course content. 
8. What are three things that you learned from the presentation that you did not previously know? Provide specific information for support. 
9. What are three questions that still remained in regards to the guest speaker related to the topics presented? You may seek assistance from your text book or other scholarly sources to help formulate your questions. 
10. Provide three examples of how you can/could apply the information covered in the presentation within your work in the field of gerontology – aging services. 
Directions for Writing Your Reflection: 
1. You are required to have a minimum of two pages of content, and an additional page for your reference(s). 
2. Follow directions for APA formatting and style. Write your reflection in a narrative format, double-spaced, in a Word document. 
Format for reference: 
Libert, W. (April 26, 2016). Spirituality at end of life. In J. Ellis & J. Augustine (Instructors), Death and dying. Lecture conducted from Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College, Superior, WI. 
 
In-text citation: 
(Libert, 2016)

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	Explore grief and loss

	2.
	Differentiate grieving throughout the life cycle


Scoring Standard
You must score in the "Exceeds Standards" or "Meet Standards" to be successful.


Scoring Guide
	
	Criteria
	Exceeds Standards
	Meets Standards
	Nearly Meets Standards
	Does Not Meet Standards
	Ratings

	1.
	Content
20 points
	Demonstrates a complete and thorough reflection.  It is of the assigned length, and all content contributes to the paper.  Shows mastery of the core content of the presentation and discusses fully its application in a specific environment.
18-20 points
	Demonstrates a complete reflection.  Is of the assigned length.  Shows comprehension of most core presentation content, and some ability to apply this in a specific environment.
16-17 points
	Demonstrates an almost complete reflection.  Does not meet the assigned length, or is padded with a large amount of irrelevant material.  Demonstrates limited comprehension of the presentation, and/or only superficially discusses its application in a specific environment.
14-15 points
	Does not demonstrate a complete reflection.  It significantly does not meet assigned length and/or contains irrelevant material.  Does not demonstrate comprehension of presentation content and/or fails to discuss its application to a specific environment.
13 points or less
	

	2.
	Organization
5 points
	Writer expresses relationships among ideas; careful and subtle organization enhances effectiveness of communication.  Transitions are used well to enhance organization.
5 points
	Relationships among ideas is assisted by transitions and logical progression of ideas.  Transitions used to maintain organization.
4 points
	Relationships among ideas is sometimes clear, but conveyed inconsistently.  Transitions may be evident, but may not be used effectively.
3 points
	Few relationships between ideas are presented.  Transitions minimal or ineffective in organizing materials.
2 points or less
	

	3.
	Grammar, Spelling, & Mechanics
5 points
	Mastery of grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Enhances the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	A small number of errors in grammar, spelling and mechanics.  Does not distract from the overall effectiveness of the paper.
4 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Distracts and/or interferes with understanding.
3 points
	Errors in grammar, spelling, and mechanics.  Causes reader to frequently stop reading and/or unable to comprehend content.
2 points or less
	

	4.
	Details
5 points
	Rich, supporting details that enhance the effectiveness of communication.
5 points
	Details are specific, and enhance the effectiveness of communication.
4 points
	Details are adequate and relevant, but do not provide enough specific information to support the topic.
3 points
	Details lack elaboration; important details minimal or omitted.
2 points or less
	

	5.
	Thesis Statement, Introduction, Conclusion, & Sentence Structure
10 points
	Clearly and concisely states the reflection’s purpose, in an engaging and thought-provoking way.  Sets the stage for the material to be presented.  Conclusion is engaging and restates the thesis.  Sentence variety enhances style and effectiveness of communication.
9-10 points
	Clearly states the reflection’s purpose.  Sets the stage for the material that will be presented.  Conclusion restates the thesis.  Complete sentences with some sentence variety that mostly supports effective communication.
8 points
	Unclear statement of purpose for reflection.  Undefined introduction and/or conclusion.  Unclear sentence structure that may include run-ons and fragments that occasionally distract and/or interfere with understanding.
 7 points
	Minimal or no introduction and/or conclusion.  Reflection paper’s purpose not stated, or unclear.  Poor sentence structure such as run-ons and fragments that frequently interfere with understanding.
6 points or less
	

	6.
	Citations & References
5 points
	Material needing citation and reference appropriately cited and enhanced content.  No errors in the application of APA.
5 points
	All necessary citations and references are present.  Some errors in application of APA.
 4 points
	Some necessary citations and references present.  Frequent errors in application of APA.
3 points
	Citations and references are missing.  Significant errors in application of APA.
2 points or less
	



Final Project and Final Exam
Overview/Purpose
This module provides an opportunity for you to demonstrate your mastery of death and dying. You will share your book review and test your knowledge of the course competencies through the examination.
Target Competencies
	1.
	 Investigate attitudes toward death and dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	1.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	1.1.
	learner defines thanatology

	
	1.2.
	learner correlates recent historical events and popular culture with thanatology

	
	1.3.
	learner summarizes mortality

	
	1.4.
	learner distinguishes the theoretical approaches to death and dying

	
	1.5.
	learner explores death education

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	1.a.
	Examine societal attitudes toward death

	
	1.b.
	Relate the historical and cultural implications of death in the United States

	
	1.c.
	Summarize the meaning and implications of mortality

	
	1.d.
	Correlate the theoretical approaches to death and dying (ie biological, psychological, philosophical, anthropological, sociological) with current societal attitudes

	
	1.e.
	Explore the emergence of death education in shaping societal attitudes in the United States

	2.
	Explore the experience of death and dying in the United States

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	2.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	2.1.
	learner compares the definitions of death

	
	2.2.
	learner explores the meaning of dying and death

	
	2.3.
	learner summarizes the history of the American experience of death

	
	2.4.
	learner distinguishes contemporary attitudes toward death

	
	2.5.
	learner summarizes the use of euphemisms in death and dying

	
	2.6.
	learner analyzes fears and anxieties related to death and dying

	
	2.7.
	learner illustrates individuals' contemplation of their own deaths

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	2.a.
	Explain the definition of death

	
	2.b.
	Explore the cultural implications of death and dying

	
	2.c.
	Summarize how euphemisms are used in death and dying

	
	2.d.
	Analyze the fears and anxieties people have related to death and dying

	
	2.e.
	Illustrate the psychological processing individuals experience regarding their own deaths




	3.
	Compare how death is acknowledged in children and adolescents versus adults

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	3.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	3.1.
	learner explores a child's perception of death

	
	3.2.
	learner summarizes effective methods to explain death and dying to children

	
	3.3.
	learner links fears and anxieties about death and dying to child development

	
	3.4.
	learner differentiates coping mechanisms of children and adolescents with death and dying

	
	3.5.
	learner distinguishes death rituals

	
	3.6.
	learner correlates adult development with death and dying

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	3.a.
	Explore how children internalize the concept of death

	
	3.b.
	Summarize effective ways to communicate with children and adolescents about death

	
	3.c.
	Correlate death anxiety to stages of child development

	
	3.d.
	Distinguish mechanisms children and adolescents use when coping with death

	
	3.e.
	Explore the role of death rituals in families

	
	3.f.
	Explore the concept of death and dying in adult development

	4.
	Summarize cultural and historical perspectives on death and dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	4.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	4.1.
	learner compares religious interpretations of death

	
	4.2.
	learner illustrates cross-cultural views of death and dying

	
	4.3.
	learner explains near-death experiences

	
	4.4.
	learner identifies how religion is a source of strength for individuals

	
	4.5.
	learner differentiates funeral customs and rituals based on religion

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	4.a.
	Explain the impact of religion on death and dying

	
	4.b.
	Illustrate the cross-cultural, death-related beliefs and practices

	
	4.c.
	Explain the traits of near-death experiences

	
	4.d.
	Explain the impact religious beliefs and practices have on individuals

	
	4.e.
	Explore the diversity of religious rituals and customs

	5.
	Explore the dying process

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	5.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	5.1.
	learner correlates prognostication and the concept of time

	
	5.2.
	learner identifies the process of social disengagement

	
	5.3.
	learner contrasts the expected and actual behaviors of those who are dying

	
	5.4.
	learner correlates values and self-meaning with terminal illness

	
	5.5.
	learner summarizes Kubler-Ross's Five Stages of Dying

	
	5.6.
	learner compares how professional and personal support systems relate to the dying person

	
	5.7.
	learner explores the meaning of dying with dignity

	
	5.8.
	learner characterizes the experience of a dying child




	
	Learning Objectives

	
	5.a.
	Correlate the meaning of prognostication and how it relates to time

	
	5.b.
	Identify factors that demonstrate a dying person's social disengagement

	
	5.c.
	Contrast the expected and actual behaviors of a dying person

	
	5.d.
	Correlate the values and self-meaning that accompany terminal illness

	
	5.e.
	Summarize the Five Stages of Dying outlined by Elisabeth Kubler-Ross

	6.
	Examine living with dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	6.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	6.1.
	learner summarizes living with a life-limiting illness

	
	6.2.
	learner distinguishes coping patterns with life-limiting illnesses

	
	6.3.
	evaluate treatment options and symptoms

	
	6.4.
	learner explores pain and symptom management

	
	6.5.
	learner summarizes the tenets of palliative care

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	6.a.
	Examine the physical and mental changes that occur in the dying process

	
	6.b.
	Distinguish patterns of coping for persons with life-limiting illness

	
	6.c.
	Analyze the benefits and burdens of treatment strategies for persons with life-limiting illness

	
	6.d.
	Explore the role of complementary and alternative therapies in comfort-focused care

	
	6.e.
	Outline pain and symptom management strategies used in comfort-focused care

	
	6.f.
	Distinguish the goal of palliative care

	7.
	Distinguish the hospice movement in end-of-life care

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	7.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	7.1.
	learner outlines the primary goals of hospice care

	
	7.2.
	learner summarizes the hospice interdisciplinary team

	
	7.3.
	learner distinguishes the patient and family as a unit of care in hospice

	
	7.4.
	learner explains the reimbursement and out-of-pocket costs of hospice care

	
	7.5.
	learner evaluates societal attitudes and awareness of hospice

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	7.a.
	Explore hospice philosophy and its goals in end-of-life care

	
	7.b.
	Explain hospice eligibility

	
	7.c.
	Summarize how hospice is reimbursed

	
	7.d.
	Correlate the roles of the interdisciplinary team, the patient, and the family

	
	7.e.
	Outline hospice services before and after the death

	
	7.f.
	Distinguish how societal views and awareness influence the utilization of hospice services




	8.
	Evaluate dying in the health care system of the United States

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	8.1.
	Written, oral, and/or multimedia presentation

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	8.1.
	presentation correlates to the medical model of care in the United States

	
	8.2.
	presentation examines the benefits and burdens of technology in health care

	
	8.3.
	presentation explores the settings in which people die in the United States

	
	8.4.
	presentation correlates the prevalence of end-of-life education in medical and nursing schools with the health care system

	
	8.5.
	presentation illustrates the importance of practitioners' communication and sensitivity to end-of-life care

	
	8.6.
	presentation analyzes the cost of dying in the United States

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	8.a.
	Critique the benefits and burdens of the medical approach to health care in the United States

	
	8.b.
	Determine the impact of technology has on dying in the United States' health care system

	
	8.c.
	Compare patients' quality of life with their environment during the dying process

	
	8.d.
	Evaluate end-of-life education in medical-based programs at colleges and universities

	
	8.e.
	Explain the impact of clinicians' sensitivity and communication skills on effective end-of-life care

	
	8.f.
	Assess the cost of dying in the United States

	9.
	Explore suicide and other traumatic deaths

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	9.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	Your performance will be successful when:

	
	9.1.
	learner distinguishes the stigma related to suicide

	
	9.2.
	learner examines the definition of suicide

	
	9.3.
	learner summarizes suicide risk and incidence

	
	9.4.
	learner outlines theoretical models of suicide

	
	9.5.
	learner compares suicidality across the life cycle

	
	9.6.
	learner distinguishes types of sudden, traumatic deaths

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	9.a.
	Extrapolate a comprehensive definition of suicide

	
	9.b.
	Summarize the incidence of suicide across the lifespan

	
	9.c.
	Explore sociological and psychological models of suicide

	
	9.d.
	Analyze the stigma of suicide

	
	9.e.
	Differentiate types of sudden, traumatic deaths

	10.
	Compare diversity in death rituals

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	10.1.
	Written, oral, and/or multimedia presentation

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know when you are successful when:

	
	10.1.
	presentation summarizes common death rituals

	
	10.2.
	presentation compares behaviors associated with mourning

	
	10.3.
	presentation examines cultural customs surrounding time of death

	
	10.4.
	presentation differentiates handling of the body after death

	
	10.5.
	presentation distinguishes types of religion-based death rituals




	
	Learning Objectives

	
	10.a.
	Characterize the meaning of death rituals

	
	10.b.
	Explore the various behaviors correlated with mourning

	
	10.c.
	Compare customs that occur before and after a death

	
	10.d.
	Distinguish methods used to handle the remains of the deceased

	
	10.e.
	Correlate religion with death rituals

	11.
	Examine the business of dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	11.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	11.1.
	learner contrasts the changing American funeral

	
	11.2.
	learner summarizes the role, education, and licensure of the funeral director

	
	11.3.
	learner examines the costs of funerals

	
	11.4.
	learner identifies alternatives to traditional funerals

	
	11.5.
	learner explores the practices of burying the dead

	
	11.6.
	learner illustrates funeral pre-planning activities

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	11.a.
	Compare the historical changes that have occurred with funerals in the United States

	
	11.b.
	Examine the education, licensure, and role of the funeral director

	
	11.c.
	Identify the financial aspects of funerals

	
	11.d.
	Explore alternatives to traditional funerals

	
	11.e.
	Explain pre-arrangements in funeral planning

	
	11.f.
	Summarize changes in burying the dead

	12.
	Explain the legal aspects of dying

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	12.1.
	Written, Oral, and/or Multimedia Presentation

	
	12.2.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	12.1.
	learner examines procedures for establishing and documenting cause of death

	
	12.2.
	learner summarizes advanced directives

	
	12.3.
	presentation correlates personal and professional use of living wills

	
	12.4.
	presentation distinguishes durable power of attorney (DPOA) parameters and use

	
	12.5.
	learner identifies the opportunities and limitations of financial planning

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	12.a.
	Examine procedures for determining and documenting cause of death

	
	12.b.
	Distinguish advanced directives and their use

	
	12.c.
	Relate personal and professional uses of living wills

	
	12.d.
	Differentiate the parameters and use of durable power of attorney (DPOA)

	
	12.e.
	Explore types of financial planning and their use

	13.
	Explore grief and loss

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	13.1.
	Reflection

	
	13.2.
	Written Objective Test




	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	13.1.
	reflection summarizes the role of bereavement

	
	13.2.
	learner contrasts normal and complicated grief

	
	13.3.
	reflection explores the non-linear stages of grief

	
	13.4.
	learner differentiates disenfranchised grief

	
	13.5.
	learner characterizes anticipatory grief

	
	13.6.
	learner outlines the tasks of mourning

	
	13.7.
	learner summarizes methods for supporting the bereaved

	
	13.8.
	learner explores coping with unexpected death

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	13.a.
	Explain the role of bereavement

	
	13.b.
	Compare normal and complicated grief

	
	13.c.
	Illustrate the stages of grief and their non-linear presentation

	
	13.d.
	Distinguish disenfranchised grief

	
	13.e.
	Examine anticipatory grief

	
	13.f.
	Differentiate the tasks of mourning

	
	13.g.
	Explore ways to support bereaved individuals

	
	13.h.
	Summarize how individuals cope with unexpected death

	14.
	Differentiate grieving throughout the life cycle

	
	Assessment Strategies

	
	14.1.
	Written Objective Test

	
	Criteria

	
	You will know you are successful when:

	
	14.1.
	learner examines grieving parents upon the loss of a child

	
	14.2.
	learner differentiates the experiences of grieving children and adolescents

	
	14.3.
	learner explores grief in adulthood

	
	14.4.
	learner contrasts death, dying, and bereavement in the 21st century

	
	Learning Objectives

	
	14.a.
	Characterize the experience of a parent losing a child

	
	14.b.
	Compare the experience of grief in children and adolescents

	
	14.c.
	Differentiate the experiences of grief in adulthood

	
	14.d.
	Analyze death, dying, and bereavement in the 21st century


Assessment Activities
	1.
	EMBARGO - Final Exam

	
	Learning Materials

	
	EMBARGO - Final Exam - Death and Dying
	Final Exam - Death and Dying.docx—Publisher Content

	2.
	Final Project - Book Review





Final Project - Book Review
Directions
Your final project for this course will consist of a book review on any book related to our course. The purpose of this book review is to help you become better acquainted with current reading, research, and topics in death and dying. Books selections are to be preapproved by the instructor to eliminate duplication of selections. You may select a book on your own, or choose from the list of Recommended Reading on the last page of these guidelines. Many of the books listed below are available in the Learning Resource Centers on each campus. 
 
A book review is a description, critical analysis, and an evaluation on the quality, meaning, and significance of a book, not a retelling. It should focus on the book's purpose, content, and authority. A critical book review is not a book report or a summary. It is a reaction paper in which strengths and weaknesses of the material are analyzed. It should include a statement of what the author has tried to do, it evaluates how well (in the opinion of the reviewer) the author has succeeded, and presents evidence to support this evaluation. 
 
The following are standard procedures to be used for writing your book review. Although the following are written as separate sections, please be sure to write your review in narrative format. You must cover each area described below in your review. 
1. Write a statement giving essential information about the book: title, author, first copyright date, type of book, general subject matter, price and ISBN. 
2. State the author’s purpose in writing the book. Sometimes authors state their purpose in the preface or the first chapter. When they do not, you may arrive at an understanding of the book’s purpose by asking yourself these questions: 
a. Why did the author write on this subject rather than on some other subject? 
b. From what point of view is the work written? 
c. Was the author trying to give information, to explain something technical, to convince the reader of a belief’s validity by dramatizing it in action? 
d. What is the general field or genre, and how does the book fit into it? (Use outside sources to familiarize yourself with the field, if necessary.) Knowledge of the genre means understanding the art form and how it functions. 
e. Who is the intended audience? 
f. What is the author's style? Is it formal or informal? Evaluate the quality of the writing style by using some of the following standards: coherence, clarity, originality, forcefulness, correct use of technical words, conciseness, fullness of development, fluidity. Does it suit the intended audience? 
g. Scan the Table of Contents; it can help understand how the book is organized and will aid in determining the author's main ideas and how they are developed - chronologically, topically, etc.
h. How did the book affect you? Were any previous ideas you had on the subject changed, abandoned, or reinforced due to this book? How is the book related to your own course or personal agenda? What personal experiences you've had relate to the subject? 
i. How well has the book achieved its goal? 
j. Would you recommend this book to others? Why or why not? 
3. State the theme and the thesis of the book. 
a. Theme: The theme is the subject or topic. It is not necessarily the title, and it is usually not expressed in a complete sentence. It expresses a specific phase of the general subject matter. 
b. Thesis: The thesis is an author’s generalization about the theme, the author’s beliefs about something important, the book’s philosophical conclusion, or the proposition the author means to prove. Express it without metaphor or other figurative language, in one declarative sentence. 


4. Explain the method of development—the way the author supports the thesis. Illustrate your remarks with specific references and quotations. In general, authors tend to use the following methods, exclusively or in combination. 
a. Description: The author presents word-pictures of scenes and events by giving specific details that appeal to the five senses, or to the reader’s imagination. Description presents background and setting. Its primary purpose is to help the reader realize, through as many sensuous details as possible, the way things (and people) are, in the episodes being described. 
b. Narration: The author tells the story of a series of events, usually presented in chronological order. Narration tells what has happened. Its primary purpose is to tell a story. 
c. Exposition: The author uses explanation and analysis to present a subject or to clarify an idea. Exposition presents the facts about a subject or an issue as clearly and impartially as possible. Its primary purpose is to explain. 
d. Argument: The author uses the techniques of persuasion to establish the truth of a statement or to convince the reader of its falsity. The purpose is to persuade the reader to believe something and perhaps to act on that belief. Argument takes sides on an issue. Its primary purpose is to convince. 
5. Evaluate the book for interest, accuracy, objectivity, importance, thoroughness, and usefulness to its intended audience. Show whether the author's main arguments are true. Respond to the author's opinions. What do you agree or disagree with? And why? Illustrate whether or not any conclusions drawn are derived logically from the evidence. Explore issues the book raises. What possibilities does the book suggest? What has the author omitted or what problems were left unsolved? What specific points are not convincing? Compare it with your text, other books on similar subjects, or other books by the same as well as different authors. Is it only a reworking of earlier books; a refutation of previous positions? Have newly uncovered sources justified a new approach by the author? Comment on parts of particular interest, and point out anything that seems to give the book literary merit. Relate the book to larger issues. 
6. Try to find further information about the author - reputation, qualifications, influences, biographical, etc. - any information that is relevant to the book being reviewed and that would help to establish the author's authority. Can you discern any connections between the author's philosophy, life experience and the reviewed book? 
7. If relevant, make note of the book's format - layout, binding, typography, etc. Are there illustrations? Do they aid understanding? 
8. Check the back matter. Is the index accurate? Check any end notes or footnotes as you read from chapter to chapter. Do they provide important additional information? Do they clarify or extend points made in the body of the text? Check any bibliography the author may provide. What kinds of sources, primary or secondary, appear in the bibliography? How does the author make use of them? Make note of important omissions. 
9. Summarize (briefly), analyze, and comment on the book’s content. State your general conclusions. Pay particular attention to the author's concluding chapter. Is the summary convincing? List the principal topics, and briefly summarize the author’s ideas about these topics, main points, and conclusions. Use specific references and quotations to support your statements. If your thesis has been well argued, the conclusion should follow naturally. It can include a final assessment or simply restate your thesis. Do not introduce new material at this point. 
Project Guidelines 
All students will present their findings in the following manner: 
1. Your book review should be 4-6 pages in length (content). Your review should be double-spaced, using 12-point New Times Roman font. Using APA format and style, you must include a title page and a reference page (that, at a minimum includes the full citation for the book you are reviewing.) 
2. Although there are no requirements for referencing additional resources, you must use APA format for all references and in-text citations used. (This may only include your book selection, but may also include any additional resources you may have used to guide your understanding, has changed your thinking, or provided you with clarification on topics or terminology used in your book.) Your text may be used as a reference. 
3. Your review will be evaluated using the Book Review Rubric. 
4. You will respond to, at a minimum, two fellow students’ book reviews. 
Recommended Reading 
You may select one of the following, or another book related to the course: 
· “Dying Well”, “The Four Things that Matter Most: A Book About Living”, or any other book by Dr. Ira Byock 
· “Final Gifts: Understanding the Special Awareness, Needs, and Communications of the Dying” by Maggie Callanan & Patricia Kelley 
· “Anatomy of Hope: How People Prevail in the Face of Illness” by Jerome Groopman 
· “Death Foretold” by Christakis 
· Books by Alan Wolfelt (“Understanding Your Grief” or others) 
· Books by or about Dame Cicely Saunders 
· Books by or about Elisabeth Kübler-Ross 
· "What Dying People Want" by David Kuhl, M.D. 
· “The Conversation: A Revolutionary Plan for End-of-Life Care” by Angelo E Volandes, MD

Target Course Competencies
	1.
	 Investigate attitudes toward death and dying

	2.
	Explore the experience of death and dying in the United States

	3.
	Summarize cultural and historical perspectives on death and dying

	4.
	Explore the dying process

	5.
	Examine living with dying

	6.
	Differentiate grieving throughout the life cycle


Scoring Standard
You must score in the "Exceeds Standards" or "Meets Standards" range to be successful.


Scoring Guide
	
	Criteria
	Exceeds Standards
	Meets Standards
	Nearly Meets Standards
	Does Not Meet Standards
	Ratings

	1.
	Thesis Statement, Introduction, & Conclusion
15 points
	Clearly and concisely states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence, which is engaging and thought provoking.   The introduction is engaging, states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.  The conclusion is engaging and restates the thesis.
14-15 points
	Clearly states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence. The introduction states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.  The conclusion restates the thesis.
12-13 points
	Weakly states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence.  The introduction states the main topic but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper. The conclusion does not adequately restate the thesis.
10-11 points
	Incomplete and/or unfocused thesis statement.  There is no clear introduction or main topic and the structure of the paper is missing.   Incomplete and/or unfocused.
9 points or less
	

	2.
	Body
20 points
	Each paragraph has thoughtful supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea.
18-20 points
	Each paragraph has sufficient supporting detail sentences that develop the main idea.
16-17 points
	Each paragraph lacks supporting detail sentences.
14-15 points
	Each paragraph fails to develop the main idea.
13 points or less
	

	3.
	Organization-Structural Development of the Idea 
10 points
	Writer demonstrates logical and subtle sequencing of ideas through well-developed paragraphs; transitions are used to enhance organization.
9-10 points
	Paragraph development present but not perfected.
8 points
	Logical organization; organization of ideas not fully developed.
7 points
	No evidence of structure or organization
6 points or less
	

	4.
	Integration of Concepts of Course Material 
20 points
	Student strongly integrates concepts of hospice as outlined in the text and supplemental materials for the course.
18-20 points
	Student integrates concepts of hospice as outlined in the text and supplemental materials for course.
16-17 points
	Student somewhat integrates some concepts of hospice as outlined in the text and supplemental materials.
14-15 points
	Student minimally integrates some concepts of hospice as outlined in the text and supplemental materials for the course.
13 points or less
	

	5.
	Mechanics & Usage
5 points
	No errors in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, sentence structure and word usage.
 5 points
	Almost no errors in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, sentence structure & word usage.
 4 points
	Many errors in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, sentence structure and word usage.
3 points
	Numerous and distracting errors in punctuation, capitalization, spelling, sentence structure & word usage.
 2 points or less
	

	6.
	In-Text Citations & References in APA Format
10 points
	All cited works are done in the correct APA format with no errors.   Done in the correct format with no errors (alphabetical order, correct use of formatting).  Includes more than the required number of scholarly references (ie journal articles, books).
9-10 points
	Some cited works, or only some are done in the correct APA format.  Inconsistencies are evident. Minor formatting errors and/or below number of required references.  References may be missing or inappropriate (ie Wikipedia).
8 points
	Few cited works, or few are done in the correct APA format. Some formatting issues and/or significantly missing required number of references.  Or, most references are inappropriate (not scholarly).
7 points
	No in-text citations used or major issues/ inconsistencies in formatting.  References minimal or missing.
6 points or less
	

	7.
	Required Material and Following Directions
10 points
	All required content components of assigned included in review.  Student demonstrated understanding of assignment.
9-10 points
	Most of the required content components of assignment included in review.  Student appeared to understand assignment.
8 points
	Few of the required content components of assignment included in review.
7 points
	Minimal or no required components included in assignment.  Student did not understand assignment.
6 points or less
	

	8.
	Comments for Fellow Students’ Presentations
10 points
	Thoroughly written feedback on presentation, exercising critical thinking skills and appropriate use of language when providing feedback.  Provided feedback on two or more presentations from fellow students. 
9-10 points
	Written feedback on presentation demonstrated use of critical thinking skills, and provided adequate feedback.  Satisfied requirement of providing comments to two fellow students. 
8 points
	Provided feedback on one or two other reviews, however language was inappropriately critical or lacked in substance.
7 points
	Feedback minimal and/or inappropriate.
 6 points or less
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