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Thomas Nelson and ODU Cybersecurity Agreement Provides New Career Pathway
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students in Hampton Roads who want to get into the booming cybersecurity industry have a new opportunity at Thomas Nelson Community College and Old Dominion University after officials signed an agreement Friday morning. 
Starting in August 2017, students can begin coursework at Thomas Nelson to complete an associate of applied science in information systems technology with a cybersecurity career studies certificate. The 69 credits required for that degree will transfer to ODU for completion of a bachelor of science in cybersecurity, a major offered through the interdisciplinary studies program in ODU's College of Arts and Letters. 
Students would then need to take 30 credits at ODU, as well as 24 additional credits outside the associate degree that could be taken at either TNCC or ODU. 
"If this agreement was not in place, and this is where the hard work of so many people in this room is so evident, students would've needed to take more than 165 credit hours to get that same degree," ODU President John R. Broderick said during the event. "What does that mean? Roughly, that means, close to $15,000 in tuition that these students will not have to spend. That pretty much, I think, says it all." 
Virginia Secretary of Technology Karen Jackson was present at the signing ceremony. She said that the agreement was needed as demand for jobs in cybersecurity grows. 
"The importance of internships, and the ability for students to go from high school to community college directly into a four-year institution and to have real-world industry-relevant experience when they come out the door is invaluable," Jackson said. 
"That is the message that we have preached across the commonwealth ... There are 36,000 open jobs in cybersecurity in the commonwealth right now. We have got to pull out all the stops," she said. "Cybersecurity is not going away, cybersecurity is not going to diminish ..." 
"We want to start engineering cyber into the fabric of everything we do, and we've got to have students that understand how to work together, how to talk about cyber in a business environment, how to talk about cyber, period," Jackson said. 
More than 300 students transfer from TNCC to ODU each year, TNCC President John Dever said, which makes up the majority of transfers. Discussions are underway for TNCC to reach similar agreements between Hampton University, Norfolk State University, George Mason University and University of Maryland University College. 
The agreement applies for the fall semester. For more information, visit tncc.edu or odu.edu. 
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