


Instructors,

Welcome to Python Programming for Beginners. This course has been developed as a part of the Strengthening Community Colleges Grant to support job readiness in the field of Information Technology. This document will familiarize you with the contents of this course and offer some general best practices when setting up the course for your own use.

Of course, if you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to the course instructional designer, Jaime, at: jwadowiec@savannahtech.edu.


Step 1: Create an account with Cengage/MindTap [https://www.cengage.com/mindtap/]. If you do not yet have an account, the site may ask you for proof that you’re an instructor. An administrator at your campus can help you with this.

The course uses the following textbook. You’ll need to add it to your library and then create a course section for:

Lambert, Kenneth A. Fundamentals of Python, First Programs, 2nd edition. ISBN-13: 
9780357505380

Eventually, you’ll be importing links from Cengage into Blackboard to sync the two platforms. Think of Blackboard as your digital classroom and Cengage/MindTap as your textbook. 


Step 2: Before you get started with the content, it’s useful to sit down with a calendar to look at the dates of your term. You’ll have to map these dates to both Blackboard and Cengage, which will give students a clear sense of when assignments are due.

With this said, the textbook is divided into 11 chapters. Therefore, the content in Blackboard is divided into 11 unit folders, with a Course Introduction, a midterm, and a final exam. This fits pretty neatly into a semester-length class, which would assign a unit per week—with all work due at the end of each week. If your term is shorter, you’ll want to think about pacing and scheduling in reference to the number of weeks of instruction you’ll have. More on this in step 5.

As you plan, please note that each unit/weekly folder is broken into 5-6 steps/mini folders:

a.) Video Introduction to the Unit

b.) A Link to the Week’s Discussion Board (may/may not be included in the unit)

c.) Mini Folder—Readings and Videos (Cengage/MindTap Links Needed!)

d.) Mini Folder—Coding Practice (Cengage/MindTap Links Needed!)

e.) Mini Folder—Application/Unit Quiz (Cengage/MindTap Links Needed!)

f.) Mini Folder—Unit Study Resources (Cengage/MindTap Links Needed!)


Step 3: With your calendar in mind, head to Blackboard and begin with “Syllabus and Student Resources.” There are a few things to do in this tab:

First, you’ll need to add your information to the course syllabus by downloading the template and filling in the highlighted areas, which include instructor information, grading policy, and perhaps adding a page outlining the course schedule with due dates. When you’re done, be sure to upload the finished syllabus.

Second, be sure to provide your Cengage course access code all over Blackboard. There’s a spot in this tab for that. There’s also a spot in the “Course Intro” folder, which is the first of the weekly lessons. 


Step 4: In Blackboard, head to “Discussion Boards.” This features a series of discussion boards aimed at developing soft-skills related to the job search. Students can access the discussion boards here, as well as in the corresponding unit folders. You will want to add due dates for each of the discussion boards in Blackboard so Blackboard auto-generates reminders for student completion.


Step 5: Still in Blackboard: head to “Weekly Lessons.” The tab features the 11 units of study, with an intro week, a midterm, and a final exam. The original course was taught during a regular academic semester. It can be adapted to any length. If the course is shortened to, say, 6 weeks, I recommend creating bigger folders and moving the unit folders into these, which would be labeled “Week 1,” “Week 2,” and “Week 3,” etc… It should look something like this:

	Tab Name: Weekly Lessons -----> 
		
		Folder Name: Week 1 ----->

			Subfolder: Course Intro [due 15 January 2023]
			Subfolder: Unit 1 [due 15 January 2023]

		Folder Name: Week 2 ----->

			Subfolder: Unit 2 [due 22 January 2023]
			Subfolder: Unit 3 [due 22 January 2023]
It is important to sync this organization to the course schedule you determined in step 2. Guiding folders and a clear indication of steps (with due dates) will help direct students to the work that needs to be done. 


Step 6: While navigating through each unit, you will need to build-in live/working links to the Cengage material for each of the following categories: “Reading/Videos,” “Coding Practice,” “Assessment,” and “Study Resources.” To help with this process, I have provided instructions as well as placeholder links specific to each unit within the unit folders. There is also helpful content from Cengage to support this process in the “FOR INSTRUCTORS” tab. For an idea of what this looks like in each folder, see the outline of unit folder contents in step 2. 

I really wish I could have done this for you, but as you might have guessed—these Cengage links are specific to course section, so in order to work in your Blackboard Course, they need to be synced to your Cengage course.


Step 7: Almost done! Although Cengage will integrate assignments to the Blackboard gradebook, I have seen a fair number of glitches when third party platforms try to communicate with Blackboard. In case you’ll need to work from separate gradebooks, remember that:

a.) Cengage/MindTap assignment scores will be stored in the Cengage Gradebook. These scores will include: unit coding practice, unit assessments, and the post-course assessment.

b.) Assignments based in Blackboard will be recorded in the Blackboard Gradebook. These scores include: the introductory syllabus quiz and the discussion board grades.

c.) Keep in mind, too, that the course syllabus has a section in it outlining the grading policy. You’ll want to take time to update that according to how you’ll be teaching the course.

Step 8: Time to double-check the following:

a.) Have you uploaded a revised course syllabus and pacing guide to the “Syllabus and Student Resources” tab in Blackboard?

b.) Have you verified that you have working links to Cengage/MindTap material in each unit folder and unit subfolder?


Best of luck this term!



This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the grantee and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S Department of Labor. The Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created it.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
