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A complex sentence is comprised of at least one independent clause in combination with one or more dependent clauses. A dependent clause has a subject and a verb like a sentence but does not relate a complete thought. The subordinating conjunction at the beginning of the dependent clause communicates its relationship to the remainder of the sentence.

Karla lives in Wisconsin. (independent clause)
Because Karla lives in Wisconsin (dependent clause)

These are some common subordinating conjunctions:
after			since			although			until
because		when			before				where
if			while

If a dependent clause comes at the beginning of a sentence, it is correctly followed by a comma.
It is correct without a comma if a dependent clause comes after the independent clause.

Because Karla lives in Wisconsin, she crosses the Mississippi River to come to school.
Karla crosses the Mississippi River to come to school because she lives in Wisconsin.

Directions: Underline the dependent clause in the following sentences, and place a comma on the blank line if one is needed.

Example: Will didn’t do his own laundry ____until he was twenty-five years old.

1. After we finish raking ____ we’ll haul the leaves away.
2. While you were out of the room ____ we completed the module.
3. Although Paul really likes Dodges ____ he just bought a new Ford.
4. We didn’t stay for the meeting ____ because it was boring.
5. I like to go fishing ____ when the weather is sunny.
6. If you’d like some help with that assignment ____ please send me a note.
7. I need to get new tires _____ before winter comes.
8. We’ll haul the leaves away ____ after we finish raking.
9. Because it looked so boring _____ we left before the meeting started.
10.  Before winter comes ____ I need to have my furnace cleaned.
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